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West Vincent Township 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

 

July 13, 2015   7:30 PM 

  

Attendance:  Chairman Kenneth Miller, Jr., Vice Chairman David Brown, John Jacobs, Stephen 

Siana of Siana, Bellwoar & McAndrew, LLP, Township Solicitor, James Wendelgass Township 

Manager and Tammy Swavely Township Secretary. 

 

Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 

 

Mr. Miller announced that there was an Executive Session on July 6, 2015 to discuss real estate, 

personnel and litigation and on July 13, 2015 to discuss personnel.  

 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items:    

 

Harriet Stone, 1645 Birchrun Road informed the Board and audience about the Historic Walk 

on July 16, 2015 from 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM. 

 

Elizabeth Kennedy, of East Nantmeal Township, commented on the Settlement Agreement with 

the Greiner Zoning Appeal.   

 

Frances Ellis, 2823 Flowing Springs Road commented on the new rules for volunteers in the 

State. 

 

Anne Ewing, 2211 Eagle Farms Road commented on the proposed S. Chester Springs Road gate, 

the culvert design proposal from Toll Bros. and signs in the Eagle Farms Subdivision.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

The minutes of June 22, 2015 were unanimously approved on a motion by Mr. Brown and a 

second by Mr. Jacobs.  

 

Reports (full copies are attached):    

 

Township Manager Report:  The Township Manager Report for the period ending 7/13/15 was 

acknowledged as submitted.   

 

Road Master Report:  Mr. Miller read the attached Road Master Report for the month of June 

which was acknowledged as received.   

 

Active Subdivision List:  There are no pending deadlines. 
 

Bills List:  Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the Bills List dated 7/13/15 in the total amount 

of $138,466.24 which includes $3,708.54 in ratified invoices.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  

The Board answered some questions and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Correspondence: 
 

An email dated July 6, 2015 from the Manager of Upper Uwchlan Township was acknowledged 

as received.  This is informing area Townships that Upper Uwchlan will be installing a new traffic 

signal at the intersection of Conestoga Road (Rt. 401) and Fellowship Road.  The construction 

should be done October 2015.   

 

A quote was received from Jones Turf Management to repair the baseball infield.  Mr. Brown 

made the motion to approve the proposal from Jones Turf Management in the total amount of 

$3,490.00.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Suzanne Roth, 1360 School House Lane asked if 

more details about the use of Roundup on the field could be obtained since she was concerned 

about it getting into the wetlands nearby.  After a discussion, Mr. Brown amended his motion to 

include that Mr. Wendelgass obtain information on organic, non-toxic means to kill the weeds and 

have a discretionary spending of an additional $400.00.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the amended motion.  

There was no further public comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Subdivision/Land Development: 

 

Eagle Farms Subdivision/Toll Bros.:  Toll Bros. has requested for Surety Reductions on four 

separate Performance Bonds.  Mr. Miller made the motion to forward these to Carroll Engineering 

for review and recommendation.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  There was no public comment 

and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Stonecroft Waste Water Treatment Plant:  John Bachich, Woodstone Homes, came before the 

Board about his request for dedication of the waste water treatment plant at the Stonecroft 

Subdivision.  Solicitor Stephen Siana sent him a list of outstanding items to complete the 

dedication.  Mr.  Bachich went through the list.  He stated that he will bring a check to the 

Township for $50,000 so that the operating reserve can be posted.  He discussed the $13,771.90 

for the capital reserve.  He stated that this figure includes a new pump installation but he just 

replaced it and would like Carroll Engineering to reduce the number to reflect that.  There is an   

outstanding balance of consulting fees $11,603.73.  Mr. Bachich stated that he feels that these were 

duplicate reviews of both of work done by the previous engineer and Carroll Engineering.  He 

would like consideration of this.  Mr. Siana stated that the Board will consider this if he can provide 

proof of the same.  The remaining issue is that the Township assumes that Aerators nos. 1, 2 and 

5 will be replaced.  Mr. Bachich will see that this gets done.  The Township will also need a list of 

customers and any outstanding balances which Mr. Bachich agreed to supply.  Mr. Miller would 

like the homeowners to know that this is happening.  Mr. Wendelgass will see that they know that 

this will be on the agenda for the next Board meeting.  Mr. Bachich was concerned that the Letter 

of Credit started today, July 13, 2015.  This would mean that if dedication is taken in two weeks, 

that it would be short two weeks for the 18 month span. The Board is willing to accept this.  The 

final piece of work that needs to be done is that there is a subdivision of the parcel on which the 

sewer system is situate from the open space which needs to be finalized.  Mr. Bachich stated that 

he would be willing to record the plan.  Mr. Siana stated that the plan needs to be recorded before 

the Deed of Dedication, so that the Township could handle both as long as he would reimburse the 

Township for the recordings.  Mr. Bachich was fine with this.  The Board will consider the 

Dedication at the next meeting. 
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Old Business: 

 

Sewer Plant Mowing:  The lowest bidder for the Sewer Plant Bid was Deerfield Mowing & 

Property Maintenance, Inc.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that he checked the bid for completeness and 

it is met all the bid requirements.  Mr. Brown made the motion to accept the bid proposal from 

Deerfield Mowing & Property Maintenance, Inc. for the total contract of $13,495.00.  Mr. Jacobs 

seconded the motion.  There was no public comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

2014 Legal Bill Analysis:  At the request of a few residents, both Mr. Brown and Mr. Jacobs agreed 

to do an analysis of the legal bills from 2014.  Mr. Curry had questions on the format and the Board 

agreed to discuss it at this meeting.  Mr. Brown stated that his analysis was done by breaking it 

into categories.  Mr. Jacobs did his by breaking them down into transactions.  Mr. Brown’s format 

is the topic of discussion at tonight’s meeting.  He stated that the figures are not exact, but close.  

A discrepancy comes from different attorneys charging different rates.  Mr. Brown assumed all 

one rate to make it simpler.  Mr. Jacobs did not submit anything in writing.  He worked with Mr. 

Brown so that the entire year was included in the analysis.  Mr. Curry asked some formatting 

questions which were answered by Mr. Brown.  Kit Trolier asked what the Board learned from 

this analysis.  Mr. Brown stated that he learned where the Township was spending its money.  That 

is why he thought the exact number did not matter, but a close estimate would work.   He did 

discover that 30% of the costs was the solicitor preparing for and attending meetings.  He asked 

all of the Townships who participate in the Regional Plan if they have a solicitor attend their 

meetings and all but one does.  Mrs. Trolier asked if we could bid out the legal work or set up a 

different system where three or more firms are asked to give a price on a project.  Mr. Jacobs stated 

that competition is good, but there is something to be said for continuity.  Mrs. Roth would like 

the Board to find out if the other Townships spend 30% of their legal budget on Township 

meetings.  She also suggested that a more junior partner handle some of the work for the Township.  

Mr. Siana informed the Board that the 2nd Township Class Code requires the Township appoint a 

solicitor and be responsible for the legal affairs of the Township.  He stated that breaking down 

cases would be separate.  Debbie Westfall, 1665 Hollow Road stated that she understands people 

have the right to speak up at Township meetings, but she feels that some should be more 

considerate with the asking needless questions and is sure that a majority of people who attend the 

meetings feel the same.  If this was done, at least ½ hour of the meeting would be cut resulting in 

paying less in attorney fees.  Karl Brachwitz, 1286 Hollow Road asked if the Township gets 

charged for memos between attorneys regarding the Township.  Mr. Siana stated that no, this does 

not happen.  He and Michael Crotty handle all of the Land Development in the Township.  There 

are other attorneys in the firm who take on different responsibilities.  Susan Miller, 2573 Horseshoe 

Trail asked if Mr. Jacobs could submit his analysis since she would like to see what he found.  Mr. 

Jacobs will get it for the residents.  Mr. Jacobs was asked what he learned.  He stated that he was 

surprised how much time was spent on executive sessions, special projects, and employment 

issues.  Chip Farnham, 988 St. Matthews Road asked what percentage do legal bills represent in 

the Township Budget.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that it is under 4% of the discretionary budget, 

meaning not including pass-through funds.  Mrs. Miller stated that many of the bills are reimbursed 

and it creates an image that the bills are out of control, but in fact that is not true.   

 

Griffith Farm Porch:  A change order was submitted for the repairs to the Griffith Farm house.  

The bid required asphalt shingles.  The builder, while ordering materials for the project, suggested 
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that the roof be metal to match the rest of the house, garage and barn.  He submitted a price for 

$760.00 for the metal roofing.  Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the change to a metal roof 

for the Griffith Farm house porch roof in the total amount of $760.00.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the 

motion.  Mr. Miller voted yes, Mr. Brown voted yes, Mr. Jacobs voted no, motion carried.   

 

Police Conduct Investigation:  Sheryl Brown, Special Counsel to West Vincent Township 

conducted an Administrative Investigation at the request of the Board of Supervisors.  She was 

retained to investigate allegations made by Jim and Jane Helm, 2563 Veronica Drive and Jamie 

Farnham, 2665 S. Chester Springs Road regarding an incident involving the trimming of a tree by 

someone hired by Verizon.  Included in the investigation were the review of Standard Operating 

Procedures, the Departments Policy Manual, audio and video recordings of the incident and the 

conducting of seven interviews.  A court reporter was present to take sworn testimony.  Mr. Siana 

stated that the Board has the report and the conclusion.  Mr. Jacobs made the motion to accept the 

Investigative Report that was conducted and that found there were no violations on abuse of power 

or poor judgement.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Mr. Jacobs stated that the report was very 

well written.  He viewed the hour long video and is pleased with the Sergeant Russell’s actions 

during the incident.  Mrs. Trolier wanted to know if the report would be public.  Mr. Jacobs stated 

that at this time the Board has decided not to release the report, but to summarize it.  The Board 

feels that the Helm’s did get the result they wanted at any rate since the tree was left in place and 

there was no further trimming.  There is currently a process so that it will not be touched.  Mr. 

Wendelgass stated that PECO will be using insulated cables so that it will not harm the tree.  Chip 

Farnham asked if the $8,000 on the bills list refers to this investigation and he was told that it does.  

Mr. Miller feels that the report should be released, but under advice from counsel, they are 

currently not releasing the report.  Mr. Siana stated that this report is protected under 

Attorney/Client privilege and it opens up the potential for other information to be released.  This 

also sets a precedent that the Board may not want to start.  The Board was asked to write a summary 

and will take this under consideration.  Mr. Jacobs stated that the Board is not hiding anything.  

There were no further comments and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Restrictive Covenant Agreements:  Mr. Siana stated that the Township policy has been that 

property owned by the Township has been subject to a conservation easement.  There are three 

parcels that do not have restrictions on them at this time.  Most of the parcels come to be owned 

by the Township through subdivisions.  The three parcels are 1498 Pottstown Pike, 3.3 acres, 1500 

Pottstown Pike, 8.1 acres, and 1359 Pottstown Pike, 16.67 acres.  The activities included in the 

new restrictions include Township regulated hunting, and passive and active recreation.  In the 

past, the West Vincent Land Trust would hold the easement, but recently they conveyed all their 

easements to French and Pickering Conservation Trust.  The advantage in having a third party hold 

the easement is that they will monitor it yearly and this protects the residents going forward.  The 

Board will review the easements and this consider them at their next meeting.   

 

New Business:   
 

Labor & Equipment Bid:  The 2015-16 Labor Bid has been advertised for opening at the July 27, 

2015 Board meeting. 
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New Subdivision Application:  A new subdivision application was received from Benjamin 

Goldfield, 2094 Flowing Springs Road.  This is to subdivide approximately 4 acres into two lots.  

There already is an existing home.  Mr. Brown made the motion to acknowledge the receipt of 

the Goldfield Subdivision Application.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.   

 

Meeting adjourned 9:20 PM 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Tammy Swavely 

Township Secretary  


