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            West Vincent Township 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

 

September 19, 2016  7:00 PM 

 

 

Attendance:  Chairman John Jacobs, Michael Schneider, Township Manager Erica Batdorf and 

Township Secretary Tammy Swavely. 

  

Chairman Jacobs called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Mr. Schneider made a motion to approve the September 6, 2016 minutes as submitted. Mr. 

Jacobs seconded the motion.  Mr. Curry, 512 Blackhorse Road questioned comments about the 

bid.  Mr. Jacobs stated that had nothing to do with the bid itself and is a non-issue.  Mr. Curry 

asked for a copy of the West Vincent Land Trust minutes mentioned in the Township minutes.  

Ms. Batdorf will see if she has them.  Mr. Jacobs stated that things said in a meeting do not have 

to be documented.  He suggested that Mr. Curry ask Mr. Brown at the next meeting about the 

WVLT minutes.  Mr. Jacobs called for a vote which was unanimous.   

Reports:  Full copies are attached. 

Police Report:  The Police Report was read by Sergeant Russell for the month of August which 

was acknowledged as received.   

Bills List:  Mr. Schneider made the motion that the Bills List dated 9/19/16 in the total amount of 

$55,397.61 as submitted.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  The Board answered some questions 

and the motion carried unanimously.   

Correspondence:  

A letter from Dr. Donald Rosato dated September 8, 2016 was acknowledged as received 

thanking the West Vincent Township Police Department for their escort of the carriages in the 

Ludwig’s Corner Horse Show. 

Subdivision/Land Development:  

Eagle Farms/Lennar:  Mr. McGrory stated that the Development Agreement and the Financial 

Security Agreements are being revised to reflect US Home Corporation d/b/a as Lennar Homes 

and some of his language was incorporated.   Mr. Schneider made the motion that, in accordance 

with and pursuant to the conditional Final Subdivision and Land Development approval for 

Phase II of the Byers Station subdivision, which subdivision was approved by Resolution dated 

August 11, 2003, the West Vincent Township Board of Supervisors, by and through the 

Chairman, John Jacobs, the Vice-Chairperson, David Brown, and Supervisor, Michael 

Schneider, individually and/or collectively be authorized to sign and execute the amendment to 
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the Development Agreement, Financial Security Agreement.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously.   

Weatherstone Commercial:  Neal Fisher came to the Board to discuss the Weatherstone Town 

Center approval and possible changes to the plan.  This subdivision began in the year 2000 and is 

a 300 acre tract built as a traditional neighborhood design.  It was built out last year and Mr. 

Fisher stated that he is trying to spur activity in the commercial area, adding that it was always 

an important area to work on.  He explained the obstacles in trying to get the commercial on the 

22 acre tract.  This is on Birchrun Road, Lexington Blvd. and Rt. 401.  Without the access to Rt. 

100, retailers were hesitant to commit to a restricted site.  They have approval for a 50,000 

square foot grocery store but that is not going to happen since it is not what the market is 

demanding anymore.  Mr. Fisher is looking for a different type of anchor.  He wants to stay with 

the three-story building concept and create a village atmosphere but he would like to play around 

with the uses and the density.  Hankin has purchased the old gas station site.  He would to have 

the retail closer to Rt. 100 and Rt. 401 and have the residential areas closer to Birchrun Road.    

He plans to have a Town Square as a gathering place where a Farmer’s Market could be held as 

well as other activities.  A water feature could be placed at the corner of Rt. 100 and Rt.401 

which would be a focal point.  This is still in preliminary planning and he wants to ask the Board 

if they have any concerns with the proposal.  The Board will ask the Planning Commission to 

review this plan.  Mr. Jacobs asked if there will be a new entrance onto Route 401.  Mr. Fisher 

stated that all the Penn DOT work has been constructed.  Mr. Jacobs was concerned with people 

walking along Rt. 401.  Mr. Fisher stated that this is the concept of a Town Center.  He would 

like to reduce the commercial area from 240,000 sq. ft. to 120,000 sq. ft. and change the 

apartments from 100 to 230 units.  This is where there is a demand.  It actually is less traffic 

generated by the change.  Sara Shick, 1201 Davis Lane asked about the YMCA.  Mr. Fisher 

stated that that building is not addressed in the Settlement Agreement.  It may happen or not but 

currently the YMCA is not interested in coming to the area.  It could, however, occur in any of 

the retail spaces available.  Ms. Shick asked about Trader Joe’s and Mr. Fisher told her that they 

are not interested in coming.  Several other questions were asked and Mr. Jacobs stated that this 

is just the beginning conversation.  Mr. Fisher stated that he met with the Weatherstone HOA 

and they are fine with these ideas.  This will be going to the Planning Commission next.   

Old Business: 
 

Township Refinancing:  Solicitor McGrory opened the hearing to consider Ordinance 174-2016.  

He entered into the record as exhibits the Proof of Publication, and the Ordinance itself.  This is 

designed to give the Financial Advisor parameters so that they can react to the market.  Mr. 

McGrory asked the Board if they had any questions and there were none.  Mr. McGrory asked 

the audience if there were any questions and there were none.  Mr. McGrory closed the hearing.   

Mr. Schneider made the motion that West Vincent Township enact Ordinance 174-2016 as 

presented authorizing and directing the incurrence of non-electoral debt of the Township of West 

Vincent through the issuance of a series of General Obligation Bonds in the aggregate amount 

not to exceed $7,505,000.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  Mr. 

Schneider voted yes, Mr. Jacobs voted yes.  Michael Wolf, Boenning and Scattergood 

announced that the Township received good news since earning an Aa3 Moody Rating which is 

two notches down from the very top.  It is only the largest municipalities that earn anything 

higher and he congratulated the Board.  This rating was confirmed, being the same in 2012.    
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Windows in Township Manager’s Office:  The EAC did not have any objection to the Township 

purchasing windows for the Township office with regards to historic value.  Mr. Schneider made 

the motion to purchase three windows from Window Nation in the total amount of $1,901.  Mr. 

Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

Snow and Ice Removal Bid:  Ms. Batdorf stated that she reviewed the bid and it did not meet the 

requirements of the bid.  The Bid Bond was not submitted and not all items were bid on.  A 

Performance Bond is collected after the bid is awarded.  Mr. Schneider made the motion to reject 

the bid from Birchrun Excavating since the bid was incomplete.  There were no public comments 

and the motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Schneider made the motion to authorize the re-

advertisement of the Snow and Ice Removal Bid 2016-2017.  Ms. Batdorf stated that there were 

a few revisions to the language of the bid but the requirements for a Bid Bond and Performance 

Bond remain.  The specs also have not changed.  A discussion about having more than one 

contractor ensued.  The easiest thing is to have one contractor.  Mr. McGrory informed the Board 

that if the Public Works desire is to have one contractor, then they should bid it as such.  The 

motion carried unanimously.    

Fellowship Trail:  Ms. Batdorf informed the Board that this proposal is to finalize the design and 

move forward with the bid process.  This capital cost has been budgeted for.  The Park and 

Recreation Commission have been waiting for this to happen. Mr. Schneider made the motion to 

approve the Proposal for Professional Services from Cedarville Engineering for the Fellowship 

Trail – Weatherstone connection to include site engineering design, bid administration, 

construction administration and printing, reproduction and administration in the total amount of 

$15,570.00.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.     

Traffic Study:  Mr. Schneider made the motion that the Township participate with Upper Uwchlan 

Township and West Pikeland Township for a traffic study to be done by Pennoni Engineering in 

the estimated amount of $10,000-$12,000 to be split by all three Townships.  Mr. Jacobs seconded 

the motion.   Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  The Board answered a few questions and the motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

New Business: 

 

New Members to Delaware Valley Health Trust: Delaware Valley Health Trust is the broker for 

West Vincent Township’s health care.  As members, the Township is asked to approve of new 

groups to join the healthcare system.  Four groups have requested to join for the 2017 year.  Mr. 

Schneider made the motion to approve the following applications to DVHT:  Bedminster 

Township, Towamencin Municipal Authority, Clinton County, and Lewistown Borough 

Municipal Authority.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

Police Pension Plan 2017:  Ms. Batdorf stated that each year the Township goes through this 

process for the Act 205.  The Police Department has a defined benefit pension plan which is 

required to have by State law.  The Township uses PMRS to administer that plan and each year 
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in September forms are required to be filled out called a MMO, Minimum Municipal Obligation.  

Several factors go into the figures and based on that number is what is submitted, this number 

will also be used to budget for 2017.   

 

Public Comment: 

Ms. Shick commented on the possibility of having a Commercial Tax since the Township will be 

getting some new commercial properties.  Mr. Jacobs stated that this is a good thought. 

Meeting adjourned 8:15 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Tammy Swavely 

Township Secretary 

 

 


