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West Vincent Township  

Board of Supervisors Meeting  

  

October 13, 2014  7:30 PM  

  

Attendance:  Chairman Kenneth Miller, Jr., David Brown, John Jacobs, Stephen Siana of Siana, 

Bellwoar & McAndrew, LLP, Township Solicitor, James Wendelgass Township Manager and 

Township Secretary Tammy Swavely.  

  

Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

 

Mr. Miller announced that the Board had an Executive Session on September 8, 2014 to discuss 

real estate, litigation and personnel. 

 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items:    

  

John Rieder, 1580 Hollow Road commented that he has received an anonymous email stating 

that the Township publishes an incorrect Bills List before each meeting.  Mr. Wendelgass 

responded stating that a Bills List is generated on the Friday before each meeting and put on the 

website as a courtesy for the residents and it is always marked DRAFT.  Then, over the weekend, 

other bills come in and personnel determine if they should be added and many times they are.  

This avoids late fees and bills being paid late.  The hard copy of the Bills List provided to those 

who come to the meeting is the actual Bills List that is in the Board Books for the meeting and is 

the one voted on for approval. 

 

Artie Ewell, 972 Fellowship Road commented on the recent paving to Horseshoe Trail. 

 

Brian Curry, 512 Blackhorse Road commented on the police truck that was recently purchased 

and the program used to do the Township Bills List. 

 

Chris Peeples, 1611 Kimberton Road commented on development in the Township, 

specifically Kimberton Road. 

   

Approval of Minutes: 

 

The minutes of September 8, 2014 and September 26, 2014 were unanimously approved on a 

motion by Mr. Brown and a second by Mr. Jacobs.  

 

Reports (full copies are attached):    

  

Township Manager Report:  The Township Manager Report for the period ending 10/13/2014 was 

acknowledged as submitted.   
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Treasurer Report:  Mr. Wendelgass read the attached Treasurer Report for the period ending 

August 31, 2014 which was acknowledged as received.   

 

Road Master Report:  Mr. Miller read the attached Road Master Report for the month of September 

which was acknowledged as received.   

 

Police Report:  The Police Report for the month of August 2014 was presented by Township 

Manager Jim Wendelgass for Police Chief Swininger and was acknowledged as received.  

 

Active Subdivision List:  There are no pending deadlines. 

 

Bills List:  Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the Bills List dated 10/13/14 in the total amount 

of $245,941.80.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  The Board answered some questions and the 

motion carried unanimously with Mr. Miller abstaining due to the Sewer Plant Mowing invoices 

that were on the list. 

  

Correspondence:    

  

An email was received dated September 25, 2014 informing the Township that there will be a 2014 

Diwali Food Drive at 1190 Station Blvd., Chester Springs, PA on Saturday, October 25 at 9:00 

AM.  All food will be donated to the Chester County Food Bank. 

 

A request was received from Elverson Borough to have the Ludwig’s Corner Department Fire 

Police assist at the Halloween Parade on October 15, 2014 from 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM.  Mr. Brown 

made the motion to permit the same.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

A request was received from Nancy Zanni from the Stonecroft HOA to use the Township Meeting 

Room on October 28, 2014 from 6:00 – 9:00 PM.  Mr. Brown made the motion to permit the same.  

Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.    

 

Old Business:  

 

Notice to Advertise Ordinance:  Townships are required to have a Uniform Construction Code 

(UCC) Board of Appeals.  West Vincent Township plans to go into an Agreement with South 

Coventry and North Coventry who have recently passed their ordinances.  This was previously 

advertised for September 22, but the meeting was not held since there was not a quorum.  Mr. 

Brown made the motion that the Board advertise for the Ordinance to participate in an 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement the purpose of creating a Regional Uniform 

Construction Code Board of Appeals.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Mr. Curry asked if other 

neighboring Townships were contacted.  He was told yes, and they already participate in another 

group or have one of their own.  There were no further comments and the motion carried 

unanimously.   

 



BOS Minutes 10/13/14 

Approved 10/27/14 

Page 3 of 5 

 

Multi-Modal Study:  John Yurick, Consultant from McMahon Associates read a letter from Kate 

Damsgaard to the Board regarding the completion of the Multi-Modal Study.  She thanked her 

Task Force as well as the consultants for doing a great job on the Multi-Modal Study.  She 

closed the letter asking the Board to move forward with implementing some of the study and to 

appoint a committee at their reorganization meeting next year.  Chester County Planning 

Commission reviewed the draft document and has found it consistent with Landscapes2 and with 

the Vision Partnership Program Grant and Scope of Work.  This is a requirement by the County 

before the grant is paid to the Township.  The last thing necessary is for the Board of Supervisors 

to find the draft consistent with the Scope of the Work.  Mr. Yurick asked the Board to accept 

the document tonight.  Mr. Brown clarified that by accepting this Multi-Modal Study that the 

Board is not committing to anything.  It will receive the $25,000 in grant money if the Board 

finds it consistent.  Mr. Yurick stated that is correct.  Mr. Brown made the motion that the Board 

accept the Multi-Modal Study.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Mr. Curry asked if his 

concerns were addressed.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that all comments were considered by the Task 

Force and some changes were made.  The motion carried unanimously.   

 

Proposed Park Ordinance:  Staff and Counsel have prepared a proposed ordinance for park use in 

West Vincent Township.  This does permit non-residents to use the park, but gives the residents 

first choice.  Mr. Miller would like a recommendation from the Park and Recreation Commission 

before the Board acts on this.  It will be forwarded to them for their next meeting. 

 

Building Use Policy:  The Township Meeting room is used upon occasion by different entities.  

Counsel has discussed this with the Board and the Board desires to have a policy in place for 

staff to follow.  There is no cost to use the building and to date there have been no instances of 

damage.  Unless that would become a problem, there will be no charge.  Mr. Jacobs made the 

motion that the Board adopt the Building Use Policy as presented to them this evening dated 

June 20, 2014.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  There was no public comment and the motion 

carried unanimously.   

 

Mailing List Policy:  The Township maintains a database of residents for its tax purposes and 

occasional newsletters.  The Board considers this list for the Township use only and desires to 

have a policy to assist staff when it is asked to use or purchase the list.  Mr. Brown made the 

motion to adopt the Mailing List Policy as presented to the Board this evening.  Mr. Jacobs 

seconded the motion.  There was no public comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Tabled Meeting Policy: Mr. Jacobs asked that this be placed back on the agenda.  Both Mr. 

Miller and Mr. Brown were not ready for it to be discussed.  Mr. Jacobs described the proposed 

policy as one that how the Board conducts meetings and how the minutes are written.  Maria 

Jacobs, 2351 Beaver Hill Road stated that she was concerned that this should be addressed for 

the public comment period in the minutes.  After a discussion, Mr. Miller suggested that the 

people speaking during public comment be in the minutes with their name and subject, not 

questions.  If a person has a question it needs to be on the Agenda.  Mr. Brown agreed adding 

that it be very brief and not a recap or summary.  Mr. Miller made the motion to have the 
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minutes reflect the name of the person and the subject they are commenting on.  Mr. Brown 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Miller stated that this was not the Meeting Policy that was being 

adopted and the Board will try this approach to see how it works.  Mr. Peeples asked how one 

approaches the local government in a formal way.  He was instructed to call the office to ask to 

be on an Agenda.  Suzanne Roth, 1360 School House Road stated that she thought if a letter 

was submitted and read aloud it would be part of the minutes.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that it is 

up to the Board, but generally they get summarized.  The letter would however be available for a 

Right to Know Request should someone care to see it.  The motion carried unanimously.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Greiner:  Mrs. Kennedy, a neighbor of the Greiner’s asked for this to be on the Agenda and then 

was unable to come to the meeting. 

 

New Business:  

 

Coventry Food Pantry:  West Vincent Township has been asked to be a drop off point for the 

Coventry Food Pantry which supports families throughout the Owen J. Roberts School District.  

They are always in need of canned goods, peanut butter, jelly, cleaning supplies, personal 

supplies, paper products, laundry detergent, diapers and wipes.  This will be a year round 

collection box in the lobby.  Information will be added to the website. 

 

Delta Dental HIPAA Agreement:  The Federal Act HIPAA relating to privacy health law has 

been revised.  Delta Dental would like the Township to sign an Agreement such that it would 

come in contact with any confidential information, that it would remain confidential.  Mr. Jacobs 

made the motion that the Board approve the Agreement and have the appropriate Township 

Official sign the document.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

Stormwater Agreement for 1908 French Creek Rd. Keith and Brenda Scholtz, 1908 French 

Creek Road have applied to the Township for a building permit for an addition.  With the new 

Stormwater requirements, they must sign an Agreement.  Their engineer has chosen the 

Simplified Approach.  Ken Yerger, Carroll Engineering has reviewed the plan and has 

determined that it is in accordance with the Stormwater Management Ordinance.  This document 

will need to be executed and recorded with a final inspection of the rain garden when installed.  

This is the first agreement to be applied for under the new ordinance.  Mr. Jacobs made the 

motion that the Board approve the Agreement as submitted.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously.   

 

Non-Police Employee Pension Plan:  The Township has received $77,453 from the state for the 

employees’ pension plans.   The Police MMO was calculated last September in the total amount 

of $35,000 and those funds have been applied towards the Police Pension with PMRS.  The 

remainder is used for non-uniformed employees and must be deposited into the plan within 30 

days of receipt.  Mr. Brown made the motion that the Township set the contribution rate at 6.4% 

to the non-uniformed 457 Plan.  Mr. Miller seconded the motion.  There was no public comment 

and the motion carried unanimously. 
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Proposed Road Improvements:  Carroll Engineering was asked to help the Road Department for 

long term solutions on some of the problem areas in the Township.  Ken Yerger has come up 

with ideas along with the Road Crew.  He has sent his opinion of probable costs for five roads 

projects and two more are being worked on.  Blackhorse Road paving and drainage between Rt. 

100 and Rt. 401:  $454,320; St. Andrews Lane paving and drainage of the entire unpaved 

portion:  $340,440; Jaine Lane from Birchrun Road north 1700’, paving and drainage:  $271,760; 

Dewees Lane drainage:  $58,800; Davis Lane culvert, paving and drainage for approximately 

200’ in length adjoining the culvert:  $358,440.  Estimates for Saw Mill Road and the dirt part of 

St. Matthews are not in yet.  Mr. Miller asked Mr. Brown and Mr. Jacobs to consider options to 

enable these projects to proceed in a timely manner.  

 

Budget Issues 2015:  Mr. Jacobs asked that the Township prepare a long range plan.  This should 

include trails, sidewalks, open space, and debt retirement even if they are guesses.  That way the 

Township could prioritize and plan for the costs.  John Yurick, 32 Lily Pond Lane stated that is 

a good way to be able to apply for grants when a plan is in place.  The other Board members 

agreed with Mr. Jacobs that this is something to start. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:00 PM  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

 

Tammy Swavely  

Township Secretary  


