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West Vincent Township  

Board of Supervisors Meeting  

  

October 27, 2014  7:30 PM  

  

Attendance:  Chairman Kenneth Miller, Jr., David Brown, John Jacobs, Stephen Siana of Siana, 

Bellwoar & McAndrew, LLP, Township Solicitor, Kenneth Yerger of Carroll Engineering, 

Township Engineer, James Wendelgass Township Manager, Sandra Cantrell-Edwards Zoning 

Officer and Township Secretary Tammy Swavely.  

  

Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

 

Mr. Miller announced that the Board had an Executive Session on October 13, 2014 to discuss 

real estate and October 20, 2014 to discuss real estate, litigation and personnel. 

 

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items:    

  

Sharon Davis, 932 Jaine Lane, thanked the Board for providing a free Notary Service for 

residents.  

 

Frances Ellis, 2823 Flowing Springs Road, commented on the repairs to the Buttonwood 

Bridge in 2013. 

   

Approval of Minutes: 

 

The minutes of October 13, 2014 were unanimously approved on a motion by Mr. Brown and a 

second by Mr. Jacobs.  

 

Reports (full copies are attached):    

  

Township Manager Report:  The Township Manager Report for the period ending 10/27/2014 was 

acknowledged as submitted.  Three quotes were received on a snow plow to replace the broken 

one.  The lowest price was from E.M. Kutz, 2456 Morgantown Road.  Mr. Brown made the motion 

to approve the purchase of the Fisher 9’6” Xtreme V2 Stainless Steel Snow Plow as described in 

the quote dated October 13, 2014 from E.M. Kutz.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Maria Jacobs, 

2351 Beaver Hill Road asked what was wrong with the old one.  Mr. Miller stated that it was worn 

out from being welded 7 or 8 times and the hydraulics were gone.  There was no further comment 

and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Treasurer Report:  Mr. Wendelgass read the attached Treasurer Report for the period ending 

September 30, 2014 which was acknowledged as received.   
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Active Subdivision List:  An extension was submitted by Dave Gibbons for the Batchelor 

Subdivision. Mr. Jacobs made the motion to grant the Extension for the Batchelor Subdivision 

until December 30, 2014.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  An 

extension was submitted by Franklin Markle for the Markle Subdivision. Mr. Jacobs made the 

motion to grant the Extension for the Markle Subdivision until May 30, 2015.  Mr. Brown 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

Police Report:  The Police Report for the month of September 2014 was presented by Police Chief 

Swininger and was acknowledged as received.  

 

Bills List:  Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the Bills List dated 10/27/14 in the total amount 

of $126,633.07.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  The Board answered some questions and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

  

Correspondence:    

  

A thank you letter dated October 20, 2014 was acknowledged as received from Jane and Joe 

Vasile for the recent repaving of Horseshoe Trail. 

 

A letter was received from Victoria Laubach, Green Valleys Association requesting their annual 

Township contribution.  Mr. Miller made the motion to contribute $1,000 to Green Valleys 

Association as the Township has had in the past and is budgeted for.  Mr. Brown seconded the 

motion.  There was no public comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

A letter dated October 8, 2014 was sent by several homeowners on Dewees Lane and Adelphia 

Lane.  They are concerned with the construction of the obstacle course at the intersection of 

Dewees Lane and Rt. 401.  Residents came to the Board to ask questions.  Renee Martin, 924 

Dewees Lane asked if the owner has applied for a permit to construct what looks like an obstacle 

course.  She has seen groups of people walking around the property and is concerned with traffic 

if it becomes a commercial business.  She also mentioned that she feels that the owner has ruined 

the country scene with this construction.  Mr. Wendelgass informed the residents that the 

Township staff has contacted the owner, Marc Duey and had meetings with the owner.  Under 

the Chester County Conservation District, DEP and the Township, no permits are required for 

what he is doing.  The property is zoned R3, not commercial, so no commercial business is 

allowed.   The engineer for Mr. Duey states that his position on the activity is that it is for his 

family, friends and colleagues.  The Township will monitor it, but if anyone has information that 

people are being charged to use the obstacle course, they should contact the Township.   

 

The 3rd Annual Turkey Trot, sponsored by the Park and Recreation Commission will be on 

Friday, November 28th with registration at 9:00 AM.  This features a 5K and a 1K with timing 

and results.  Long sleeve T-shirts are provided to all pre-register.  Information will be on the 

Township website.   
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The Ludwig’s Corner Fire Company’s 6th Annual Beef n’ Beer will be on November 15th from 

7:00 PM – 11:00 PM.  Tickets are $25 and all proceeds will benefit the Ludwig’s Corner Fire 

Company.  

 

 

Old Business:  

 

Sidewalk to Elementary School:  Mr. Wendelgass updated the Board stating that the Carroll 

Engineering design work should be done shortly.  Frances Ellis 2823 Flowing Springs Road 

asked if the Township had a Penn DOT permit for it yet.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that it was not 

time to apply for one at this time, although eventually one will have to be obtained. 

 

Uniform Construction Code Appeals Board:  The Board desires to enter into an 

Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement the purpose of creating a Regional Uniform 

Construction Code Board of Appeals.  This requires an Ordinance.  This is with North 

Coventry and South Coventry Townships who both have passed their own Ordinances.  

Mr. Jacobs asked who serves on this Board.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that it is made up of 

various individuals from all three of the Townships who have an expertise in the building 

code.  They are paid on a per case basis and the cost is born by the applicant.  Mr. Brown 

made the motion that the Township adopt Ordinance 163-2014:  An ordinance 

authorizing the Township of West Vincent, Chester County, Pennsylvania, to join with 

the Townships of North and South Coventry to enter into an intergovernmental 

agreement to establish the South Coventry, North Coventry and West Vincent township 

regional uniform construction code board of appeals.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  

Maria Jacobs, 22351 Beaver Hill Road asked how long the Township was out of 

compliance without a UCC Board.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that he did not know the 

answer to that question, but there were never any appeals.  Mr. Jacobs stated that this is 

the time to get a Board while there are no pending appeals.  Brian Curry, 512 Blackhorse 

Road asked if the Township was ever asked to join another group and the answer was no.  

Maria Jacobs wanted to know how often appeals happen.  Sandra Cantrell-Edwards, 

Zoning Officer stated that she only knew of one in the last ten years and that was in 

North Coventry.  There was no further comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

New Business:  

 

Sale of Police Vehicles:  The Police Department have two vehicles that are being 

decommissioned.  The 2001 Chevy Tahoe and the 2007 Crown Vic.  If the Township sells 

anything over $1,000, it must be advertised.  The Blue Book values are just over $1,000, so it is 

necessary to do so with these vehicles.  Mr. Jacobs made the motion that the vehicles be 

advertised for sale on Municibid.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Artie Ewell, 972 Fellowship 

Road asked if it would be a better idea to get the cars rebuilt instead of buying a new one.  Mr. 

Miller stated that he would rather pay a little to advertise then to rebuild a car.  Mr. Ewell stated 

that it would be less than replacing a new vehicle.  There was no further comment and the 

motion carried unanimously.   
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Stormwater Agreement for 2948 Horseshoe Trail:  Jennifer and Joseph Spadaford, 2948 

Horseshoe Trail have applied to the Township for a building permit for an addition.  This 

property has gone through a Zoning Hearing for relief which was granted to permit disturbance 

within the stream and wetland buffers.  Their engineer has chosen the Simplified Approach.  Ken 

Yerger, Carroll Engineering has reviewed the plan and has determined that it is in accordance 

with the Stormwater Management Ordinance.  Mr. Jacobs made the motion that the Board 

approve the Agreement as submitted.  Mr. Brown seconded the motion.  Brian Curry asked if the 

Agreement documents were kept in perpetuity and in a fire proof cabinet.  He was told yes and 

that since the Agreement is recorded at the Recorder of Deeds, there is no need to store the 

Township’s copy in a fire proof cabinet.  There were no further comments and the motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

Stormwater Escrow:  There are costs associated with the new Stormwater Agreements that the 

Township must obtain.  For any construction over 1,000 square feet a Simplified Approach can be 

used and anything over 2,000 square feet, a Complex Approach must be used.  The process once 

the Township receives the plan is that it must review it and then forwards it to the Township 

Engineer for review.  The Fee Schedule has already been modified to allow for reimbursement of 

the engineer reviews.  There must be an inspection of the Stormwater facility, whatever type the 

homeowner choses at the end of construction.  The homeowner is required to do a yearly inspection 

and keep a log.  An escrow could be collected in case the Stormwater facility fails.  Some area 

Townships that are collecting escrows are East Coventry, which has a $3,000 for the Complex 

Approach.  South Coventry charges $1,000 for the Simplified Approach and $3,000 for the 

Complex Approach, North Coventry does not have any.  The Township needs to determine if it 

desires to collect an escrow and how long it is kept. If it is in perpetuity, then it is almost like a 

fee, although the interest would have to be returned to the homeowner each year.  No decision is 

necessary for tonight, but the Board needs to consider it for the future.  Solicitor Stephen Siana 

summarized what needs to be considered with regards to with the Stormwater charges:  the 

Application Fee which covers the Review Fee, the Township Engineer Review, the Yearly 

Inspection and possible Violations.  There was some discussion and the Board will consider all 

the possibilities before making a decision.   

 

Stop Sign Installation:  A number of residents have requested that a stop sign be installed at the 

intersection of S. Chester Springs Road and the unpaved part of St. Matthews Road.  Chief 

Swininger stated that he supports the signs.  Mr. Brown made the motion to approve the 

advertisement of the Stop Sign Ordinance.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  There was no 

public comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

2015 Budget:  Staff has prepared a proposed 2015 Budget with no tax increase and which is 

balanced.  Mr. Wendelgass mentioned some of the assumptions.  A new roof on the barn at the 

Township, a new police truck, new cameras for the police vehicles, a new lawn mower, a truck 

for snow plowing, a new backhoe, sidewalks, trails, contributions to pension plans, and the 

community garden.  Mr. Wendelgass suggested that this be placed on the website for a public 

discussion.  State Law requires it be available to the public 20 days before adoption.  Usually the 
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approval is at the last meeting in December, which this year it would be December 22nd.  Mr. 

Brown made the motion that the Proposed 2015 Budget be placed on the website.  Mr. Jacobs 

seconded the motion.  Maria Jacobs wanted to know if there would be a workshop to discuss the 

budget.  Mr. Jacobs stated that he felt the workshop that was to discuss the 5-year plan, not the 

budget since this budget must get done first.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that he is still gathering 

information for the 5-year plan workshop.  Mr. Miller asked if a Special Meeting was necessary 

for the budget.  Mr. Brown stated that he did not want to tie up a regular Monday night meeting 

with the conversation but feels that a workshop would be appropriate for just the 5-year plan.  

Mr. Jacobs agreed stating that the budget is not down to the very penny and a lot of effort has 

gone into the preparation of the budget.  At a meeting, we can give the best answers possible 

without a whole night spent on it.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that he considers the budget all year, 

and has spent 100’s of hours in preparing the 2015 Proposed Budget.  He has based this on his 

ten years of experience on analyzing and recording revenues.  Kit Trolier, 16 Hunt Hill Road 

stated that the residents would like to have input on the budget line items.  Sara Shick, 1201 

Davis Lane feels that it would be a cost the Township should not expend to have another special 

meeting with the advertising and paying a solicitor to come.  Mr. Miller stated that if people 

would email their questions to the office before the meeting that it could go quicker.  Harriet 

Stone, 1645 Birchrun Road was concerned since there has not been a tax increase for several 

years and asked if services were being cut or that the staff was not paid enough.  Mr. Miller 

informed her that with the Township growth the income has increased.  Mr. Wendelgass stated 

that is something that will have to be considered in the 5-year plan since sometime in the near 

future development will stop and the income will level off.  The Board determined that they 

would discuss the 2015 Proposed Budget at the end of the next meeting and limit the time to one 

hour, ending at 9:30 PM at the latest.  Everyone with questions should email them to the 

Township so that the meeting can move smoothly.   Mr. Miller called for a vote regarding 

placing the 2015 Proposed Budget on the website and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

Delaware Valley Health Insurance Trust:  Mr. Wendelgass has been in contact with Delaware 

Valley Health Insurance Trust (DVHT) regarding healthcare for the Township employees.  Their 

proposal is very similar to the current plan, but at a lower cost to the Township and a better total 

Out-of-Pocket expense coverage for the employees.  DVHT serves several municipalities and 

require an Ordinance to join.  This process needs to be started to have it in place for the renewal 

date of February 1, 2015.  There are no fees to join DVHT, just the cost to have advertise an 

Ordinance.  Mr. Brown made the motion to advertise the Ordinance to move forward to use 

DVHT for the Township Employee Health Care.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Michael 

Schneider, 230 Trego Road asked about the deductibles, the out-of-pocket expense and if the 

HSA would be used.  Mr. Wendelgass stated that there is a big difference between a deductible 

and the maximum out-of-pocket expense.  This plan still has a high maximum out-of-pocket, but 

it is far less then now, the deductibles would be basically the same and yes, the HSA would still 

be necessary.   

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:15 PM  

 


