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West Vincent Township 

Park and Recreation Commission 

 

October 4, 2017  7:30 PM 

  

Attendance:  Chairman Chip Farnham, Jim Deisinger, Bill Holderness, Maria Jacobs, Kristina 

Casey, Carlo Zanni, and Township Secretary Tammy Swavely. 

 

Chairman Farnham called the meeting to order at 7:32 PM. 

 

The minutes from September 6, 2017 were unanimously approved as amended on a motion by 

Mrs. Jacobs and a second Mr. Holderness. 

 

Reports: 

 

Chairman Report: Mr. Farnham reported he will discuss the 2018 Budget later in the meeting and 

that he met with the Township Treasurer to obtain an Income and Expense Report. 

 

Sign Project:  No Report. 

 

Community Garden:  No report. 

 

Dog Event:  Mr. Farnham asked Ken Alan to give an update on this new event.  Mr. Alan has been 

working with his wife Dana, Kristina Casey and Maria Jacobs to organize this which will be 

offered in place of the Turkey Trot.  It will be on Saturday, November 25th from 1:00 PM to 4:00 

PM at the Township Park.  The goal is to keep it simple with no cost to residents.  Pictures with 

Santa will be offered as well as an autumnal scene in the gazebo.  Mr. Alan stated that he has been 

getting donations of snacks for people and dogs.  All the vendors will be pet specific.  This should 

go to the Board of Supervisors since commercial activities are not permitted in the park.  Speakers 

will need to be rented, Mrs. Swavely will do that.  Signs need to be designed.  Mrs. Casey will 

work with Mrs. Alan.  They have enough personnel to make the event a go.  This will be in the 

newsletter, the Township Facebook page and website.  Mr. Farnham thanked the subcommittee 

for their efforts. 

 

Trails:  Mr. Zanni stated that he and Mr. Holderness continue to update the Trail Spreadsheet data.  

Anyone with any information on any trails should submit them to him and he can keep the 

information current. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Field Maintenance:  The contract has been awarded to Windview Athletics and will begin the 

treatments when the time is right.  Mrs. Casey stated that she was at a park recently where they 

had batting cages.  These could be an option if the Township ever decided to do away with the 

little league field.  Mrs. Jacobs stated that she saw a baseball field with covers over the infield and 

was curious as to their help they provide.  No one had any information on this. 
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New Business: 

 

Budget:  Mr. Farnham discussed the 2018 Budget with the commission asking for their input.  If 

the dog event is to reoccur twice next year, an additional $1,000 should be added to the programs 

budget.   

Movie Night:  $500 

Picnic in the Park:  $1,200 

Community Day Event:  $300 

Dog Event:  $500 

New Programming:  $500 

Total:  $3,000 

 

Mrs. Casey made the motion that the Park and Recreation Commission request $3,000 for the 

Program portion of the budget in 2018 and keep the remaining line items the same.  Mr. Zanni 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

General Comment: 

 

School House Park:  Brian Curry, 512 Black Horse Road stated that at the EAC meeting they were 

discussing putting birdhouses in the School House Park.  Mr. Alan discussed a bench vs. a picnic 

table and a bike rack at the park.  The estimate would be $1,000 for those items.  A bench would 

be better for a passive park.  Mrs. Casey made the motion to add $1,500 to the budget for the items 

in the School House Park as discussed.  Mr. Deisinger seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.   

 

Commission Size:  Mr. Holderness asked about reducing the size of the commission since it is one 

member short and at a prior meeting he remembered Mrs. Casey discussing reducing the size.  

After a discussion, everyone was in favor of the idea.  Mr. Holderness made the motion to 

recommend to the Board of Supervisors that the Park and Recreation Commission membership be 

reduced to seven (7) instead of nine (9).  Mrs. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.   

 

Mrs. Jacobs suggested that the preparation for 2018 be more formal with the committees and 

looking for people working outside the committees to work with the Park and Recreation 

Commission. 

 

Mr. Farnham commented that his desire is to make sure all the events are properly staffed to see 

that they are successful. 

 

A road trip was discussed to visit all the parks.  It was decided to go on January 6, 2018 at 10:00 

AM.  This should be a set date, the Saturday after the New Year to visit the parks. 

 

Mr. Deisinger stated that at the last meeting he was put in charge of looking into the future for the 

commission.  He reviewed all the ground the Township owns and feels that there is something 

different with each property that prohibits athletic fields.  The Phoenixville Regional Planning 

Commission report states that West Vincent has a shortage of fields.  It would be good to plan for 
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the future.  A good start may be to survey the residents to see what they would like.  All agreed 

that planning is good.  It may be necessary to hire an expert to do a study of the needs.  The 

commission will develop a game plan and move this forward.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:05 PM. 

 

 

 

 


