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West Vincent Township 

Park and Recreation Commission 

 

May 3, 2017  7:30 PM 

  

Attendance:  Chairman Chip Farnham, Jim Deisinger, Whitney Jaeger, Bill Holderness, Maria 

Jacobs, Carlo Zanni, Bill Dietrich, Steve Merroth, Township Manager Erica Batdorf, and 

Township Secretary Tammy Swavely. 

 

Chairman Farnham called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

 

The minutes from April 5, 2017 were unanimously approved as submitted on a motion by Mrs. 

Jacobs and a second Mr. Dietrich. 

 

Reports: 

 

Chairman Report:  Mr. Farnham stated that the format for the meetings will keep all public 

comment to the various reports to the end of the meeting.   

 

Community Garden:  Bill Dietrich reported that the garden is doing great.  He has 19 gardeners 

using 23 spaces which is the same as last year.  Soil was delivered which was a combination of 

top soil, mushroom soil and garden soil.  He and other volunteers loaded the beds.  There is some 

left over and will offer it to the other gardeners for a donation.  The price was $28 cubic yard.  He 

has received some requests for more raised beds, so he will ask the girl scouts if there are others 

coming up that would like to get their Silver Award also.  Mowing is being handled in the inside 

and requested that the outside be done by the Township.   

 

Trails Subcommittee:  Bill Holderness began with the Fox Hollow trail.  Ms. Batdorf added that 

she had a meeting with the HOA two weeks ago which did not go well, in fact they were extremely 

rude to her which came as a complete surprise since they knew about the trail.  The HOA formally 

requesting that the trail not be put in because of security, privacy and access.  The Board has said 

that the trail will go forward as planned but trees will need to come down and now the HOA will 

not permit any Township employees outside of the 10’ easement.  This will be tricky so the plan 

is to retool and see what can be done.  Ms. Batdorf wants to build a positive attitude and bring this 

good thing to the community.  Mr. Farnham will connect with Ms. Batdorf to work on it.  Mr. 

Holderness stated that he is working on two new trails and they are under evaluation with the 

subcommittee.  Fellowship Trail is moving forward.  Ms. Batdorf added that Phase I is obtaining 

an easement and be out to bid in May.  On Phase II, she has been working with the church on 

language for an access agreement and said that they are careful, but cooperative and have come to 

an agreement to get a trail line.  Mr. Holderness shared about Cooks Glenn Park.  He has 

resurveyed it.  He is unsure if the trails suffering from erosion will ever be a sustainable trail.  He 

prefers to make a loop trail rather than a spine trail.  He plans to have a plan within 30 days.  Some 

members of the commission went on a trail walk to Marsh Creek.  He showed them good and bad 

trail design.  There was a discussion on bicycles.  Mr. Holderness stated that the hoof prints are 

rolled back into the trail with bicycles.  Ms. Jaeger stated that the Grand Canyon disagrees with 

that philosophy.   
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Events:  Maria Jacobs reported on the new events for 2017.  No one has signed up for the camp 

out at this time.  She will wait until after Community Day to see if 15 people sign up.  If not, she 

feels that it may be a suburban thing that people do not need to camp out in the park.  Kite Making 

will be at Community Day and she will make a connection with the Girl Scout leaders who are 

assisting in this.  The Music in the Park is receiving a lot of good feedback from the Park Survey 

online.  This is scheduled for July 13th.   

 

Old Business: 

 

Mr. Farnham asked about the field bid.  This was approved at the last meeting but put on hold for 

additional quotes due to a mix-up in a company’s name.  No new bids have been received at this 

time. 

 

New Business: 

 

Trail Discussion:  Carlos Zanni made the motion that the Park and Recreation Commission go to 

the Board of Supervisors and formally request that the trails in the Bryn Coed Subdivision be 

multimodal.  Mrs. Jacobs stated that she is concerned with the limitations on the proposed trail 

easements and forbidding bicycles seems harsh.  Mr. Dietrich stated that he is not prepared to vote 

on a motion since not enough information has been shared with the commission.  He would like a 

presentation by experts on why bicycles should or should not be permitted.  As a former bicycle 

rider and a design landscape architect by trade, he has changed his opinion over the years about 

what bicycles do to the trails, and the degradation of plants.  Ms. Batdorf shared that she had a 

discussion with NLT today about it.  The Board is concerned with this issue and as a result NLT 

plans to survey residents to see what they are looking for in a trail system.  She added that the 

Township Park will take much planning and this survey can assist in that also.  Mrs. Jacobs 

appreciates Mr. Dietrich’s expertise, but feels that trends may change and to have such a restrictive 

easement banning bicycles in perpetuity is something that needs to be examined.  There was a 

discussion on a connection of a trail from Birchrunville to Bryn Coed which NLT has agreed to 

look at even though it does provide challenges with the steep slopes.  Ms. Batdorf stated that the 

funding that NLT is receiving may also have restrictions in it and they have to abide by that criteria.  

Parking was discussed and if a lot of parking is provided, many will show up and the thought is to 

keep the trails for the residents who do not have to drive to the park to use it.  Ms. Batdorf stated 

that the Board is dealing with this issue currently.  Since the opportunity is now, the commission 

struggled with closing the trails to bicycles.  Sara Shick, 1201 Davis Lane stated that a better way 

to go about change is to use the Zoning Ordinance and the SALDO, to review it and see what is 

lacking and suggest changes.  After a lengthy discussion, Mr. Zanni withdrew his motion.  Mr. 

Zanni will review the ordinances and report back to the commission.   

 

Public Comment: 

 

Mr. Holderness shared that he feels that the trails should all have standardized trail signs.  He also 

would like to have the commission consider purchasing trail clearing tools which could cost 

approximately $2,000.   
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Brian Curry, 512 Black Horse Road stated that the commission should offer fun events to 

encourage people to come to the camp out.  Mrs. Jacobs thanked him for his idea, but they do offer 

activities, it just has not been enough.  

 

Mrs. Jacobs thanked the staff for purchasing park directional signs.   

 

Ms. Shick shared several thoughts and questions with the commission.  There are some repairs to 

the park that need to be addressed.  These can be sent to the Township for further review.  She 

asked about the two new trails that were mentioned.  Mr. Holderness stated that it is premature to 

share the information.  Ms. Shick asked if French Creek Park was the same as Wilson’s Corner.  

It is the same and it is referred to as Wilson’s Corner.  Ms. Shick commented that she heard that 

the commission is not in favor of having horse trailer parking.  Ms. Jacobs stated that too many 

people would be coming in.  It is the thought of having trail connections so that there will not be 

the need for driving to the trail itself.  NLT is planning on connecting to the Stonecroft Subdivision 

trail.  Ms. Shick discussed the Segner Subdivision and the trail easement on that.  This will be 

added to Mr. Holderness’s list.  Ms. Shick asked if a maintenance plan was going to be developed 

and she was informed yes.  She also asked if there was a trail list and she was told no.  Ms. Shick 

asked if there was any conversation with the landowner of Cook’s Glen Park.  Ms. Batdorf 

informed her that a lot more information is necessary before she will approach the landowner for 

an easement.  Mr. Holderness stated that he would like to revise where the trail goes through.  Ms. 

Shick asked if there was any more thought for a permanent water hook up for the Community 

Garden.  If the Township continues to spend over $1,000 for water, over the years the 

approximately $6,000 to install the water connection would be paid by now.  Mr. Farnham 

addressed this saying that the original budget for the garden when it started exceeded the budget 

by $20,000.  It is the thought to spread out those costs overtime.  Mrs. Jacobs stated that she 

understood that the garden fees cover the water expense.    Mr. Merroth feels once more people 

should get involved with the garden and it is a successful item funds can be spent on it.  Mr. 

Farnham stated that he would need a recommendation from Mr. Dietrich on installing water.  

Currently spending $6,000 would only benefit 25 people.  Mr. Zanni stated that a cost analysis 

should be done each year on the asset.  Maybe a break point could be determined.   

 

Mr. Curry stated that there are weeds in the baseball field.  A discussion on baseball field 

maintenance ensued.  Mr. Zanni made the motion to hire a contractor to take care of the weeds.  

Mrs. Jaeger seconded the motion.  Motion carried 6-1 with Mr. Farnham opposing.   

 

Meeting Adjourned 9:30 PM. 


