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MINUTES 

Sustainability Committee 
Meeting: Tuesday February 20, 2018 

Attendees: Barbara, Yvonne, Gale, Jennifer, Laura, Dave, Tom, Sam, Steve 
Non-member attendees: Bernie Couris, Brian Curry 

 
MINUTES: 
Minutes from January meeting read and accepted. 

 
WORK: 

1. Meeting was called to order by Jen at 7:35 PM. 
2. Agenda presented on white board to curb paper use. 
3. Yvonne going back and forth to BOS meeting to address confusion 

regarding her membership. 
4. Consider moving meeting to another night to prevent overlap with 

postponed BOS meetings. Note: perhaps moving to a different 
Tuesday would work. 

5. Sam reminded committee about the event in West Chester on Feb 21. 
6. Financial report – tough to get without a township secretary. Dave 

filled committee in on what he understood about the financing of the 
committee. Sam suggested we be creative with our budget since it 
was there for our use. 

7. Seed Swap report – good attendance, good food, good time of year, 
community building event and good choice of the library. Suggested it 
be an annual event. Also suggested the library could come up with 
more for kids to do during event. 

8. Laura – Laura suggested that the committee establish calendar for 
long-term planning and put it on the township calendar. 

9. Consider establishing Facebook page for committee. 
10. Enter Yvonne – membership was clarified at BOS meeting. She is on 

Sus Comm and got apology for confusion. 
11. Jen – internet presence – to get around need for permissions, use 

‘FRIENDS OF SUS COMM”. Gale to send out notification of GREEN 
drinks as a FB event. Members should re-share for maximum 
exposure. Next event FEB 28. Also include on West Vincent Voices and 
other community FB pages in the area. 

12. Liaisons – Laura gave everyone the meeting schedule of the various 
committees. Volunteers as follows: Yvonne primary liaison to Zoning 
and second to EAC, Dave primary to Open Space, Jen primary to 
Planning, Laura primary to Parks & Rec, Barbara secondary to Open 
Space, Steve second to Planning, Sam second to Parks & Rec. Jen 
suggests introducing ourselves to the committee chairs as liaisons. 

13. Initiatives – Jen to create and electronically distribute initiatives in 
spreadsheet format. Confusion over active initiatives list. Need to 
determine primary initiatives. Barbara suggests farm leases (init #27). 



 
 
 

Sam states farming practices need updating. Committee needs to 
determine how much we can require of lease holders. Steve stresses 
need to be gentle with lease holders. Barbara stresses the effect of 
farm practices on local water systems. Jen stresses need to meet with 
lease holders to gather info. Discussion of when leases are coming up  
for renewal and the need for a timeline that is workable for any 
change in practices. Sam – transition to organic takes time. Good info 
sources – RODALE, Penn, other townships. Barbara talk to East 
Nantmeal about split GUEST farm and inquire regarding their farming 
practices. 

14. Propose workshop meeting for info gathering and preparation 
regarding township land use and status – Farming Best Practices 
Workshop. Suggest March 13 for workshop. No objections. 
Determined there is about 88 acres leased. Actions: Yvonne to find 
out if there is competition for leases and status of non-leased land. 

15. Community Garden – stated location on Fellowship Road. Significant 
community interest. Need to know who is in charge. Sus Comm 
members to meet at garden to communicate and coordinate with 
users and managers. Garden apparently organic by users collective 
choice. Action: Yvonne to visit garden and report. Noted that there 
were problems with abuse of compost dropoff. Suggested monitoring 
and scheduling to curb abuse. Init #29 – start small and get more 
broad over time to fulfill init.  

16. Likely amphibian crossing on Feb 21 on Hollow Road. 
17. Dave to look into how 100% renewable movement coordinates with 

initiatives, reported on meeting with Phoenixville Green Team, need 
to learn how to approach township and suggested bringing in 
qualified member of movement for effective implementation.  

18. Jen – need to revise target times for inits and focus, like we’re doing. 
Brian applauded our efforts in that regard.  

19. Laura to error check inits, investigate original 2011 plan & later 
version, particularly with regard to wastewater data inclusion in lists. 
Need to find electronic copies for updating.  

20. Barbara moved to adjourn at 9:05 PM – second by Steve – meeting 
adjourned  
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