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		MINUTES
Sustainability Committee
Meeting: Tuesday June 18, 2019
Attendees: Dave, Yvonne, Barbara, Steve, Gale, Jim, Tom, Laura
Liaisons: Bernie, Sara Shick, Brian, Ken Miller

WORK:
1. Called to order by Laura at 7:38 PM. 
2. Bernie – Roundup being used on Nat Lands farmed fields. Bernie to follow up
3. Ken – herbicide used on certain crops, not alfalfa. E. Coventry leases land to highest bidders who do not use BMP like no till and as a result have erosion problems. Also, poisons in rainwater runoff. No till a better environmental choice, more organic matter in soil, a key component. Ken uses spread manure, not sewage sludge. By Law, manure must be properly aged before spreading. Neighbors are informed before spreading. 
4. Ken – unique considerations re: cheesemaking. Milk industry is very weak. Cows require 100 lbs of feed per day. All agri supplies from Lancaster County. There is no agri infrastructure in Chester County. 
5. Ken – Deer wasting disease bringing woods back. Understory healthier. Agricultural Security District? USDA? 
6. Ken – testing of soil at end of year. Sus Comm should look at leases again. Perhaps revise going forward. Establish a baseline with multi-year testing. See if Jody would share Lundale Farm lease. Very different soils even close together. Takes a lot of tests for useable data -  costly.
7. Sara – wetlands hold water and filter runoff. Developers use bentonite to remove wetlands – done in new Weatherstone II. 
8. Laura – meet a farmer table at Sus Fair
9. Dave – cited article about municipalities banning glyphosate use in USA. 
10. Bernie – come up with plan to present to Erica re: spraying on ball fields.
11. Vote for color of new Sus Comm t-shirts. Vote goes to pistachio.
12. Adjourn 8:50







[bookmark: _GoBack]The understory is the underlying layer of vegetation in a forest or wooded area, especially the trees and shrubs growing between the forest canopy and the forest floor. Plants in the understory comprise an assortment of seedlings and saplings of canopy trees together with specialist understory shrubs and herbs.
