West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Draft- December 6, 2017

Attending: Jane Helm; Vic Lauach; Suzanne Roth; Harriet Stone.
Also Attending: Erica Batdorf; David Brown; Jim Helm; Sara Shick; Scott Wade; Ken Witek.

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 P.M.

Approval of the minutes.
1st: Harriet Stone; 2nd: Jane Helm				All approved

Guest presenter:  Scott Wade, Pennsylvania Big Trees, graduated from Owen J. Roberts, Penn State in 1990, joined the army and afterwards worked for a large landscape company outside of Washington, D.C.
Scott manages the Pierce Collection (woodlands surrounding the mansion house) at Longwood Gardens.  In 2006, The Big Trees of Pennsylvania (PA) program was established as part of the PA Forestry Association (1896).  Scott concentrates on southeast PA looking for the biggest trees measured in height, spread, and circumference (measured at 4 feet).  A tree must have 300 points to be considered for the designation.   In 1932 the PA Charter Trees were established (William Penn   trees from 1682).  A township can create their own thresholds and track all of their own trees.
Scott is the coordinator for American Forest, native and naturalized trees.  There are many methods to measure the height of a tree; using a laser hypsometer (sine based) or photographing people in a picture to establish scale.  Hypsometers can be purchased from forestrysuppliers.com or True Pulse, who makes them.  Old trees are found on the southwest corners of properties.  Single stem trees are considered the best.  Always look around when called to look at one tree; they often have big friends.
If you find a collection of trees you can apply to the Plant Collections Network (PCN) for certification.  The Eastern Native Tree Society looks for the tallest of their species. Use this website for township forms.  Ask for a photo & numbers before sending someone out to look.  

Scott suggested that we make trees part of the historic resource property survey.
He suggested working on team building skills.
We will give him more information on the Fraley’s sycamore

 Reports:
· The Board of Supervisors is discussing sewer systems sale, Bryn Coed and the budget.
· Northern Federation will meet next week.  Patrick Gardner, Natural Lands, will speak on PECO Green Region Grants.
· Phoenixville Regional Planning- See their comprehensive plan and make suggestions.  Now focusing on environmental resources and energy.  They are including lots of Ed Theurkauf’s work that has input from Vic/Green Valley Water Association. 
· Sustainability Committee- There have 4 vacancies.  They canceled their workshop.  They will do the Fair on an 18-month rotation.
· Park & Recreation Commission- Phase I of the Fellowship Trail is almost complete.  They plan to address drainage issues along the trail.  They may resurrect the Turkey Trot.
· Planning Commission-Lots of large lot active projects.  Kling-no greenways protections, no trail easements, 10-acre flag lots.  16 Years LLC, White & Maxwell’s still active.
· Open Space- Bryn Coed, reviewing Cutler subdivision (4 lots) and keep large space in agriculture.
· Ad hoc Zoning Ordinance Changes-Rick Trailes on hold.

No Correspondence.

Old Business (priorities/goals):
· Forestry subcommittee report-Meeting tonight.  Adding notes to Heritage Tree program.  See Ed Theurkauf’s plan as guiding document.
· Heritage tree recognition- create signage, all reviewed and commented.
· HRC/RRT report-Kur needs to order and purchase cloud drive, researchers request a list of books and cost of framing Benner Farm watercolor.


Subdivisions/Land Development/Historic Building:
· Demolition permit application-Natural Lands has asked for a permit to raise a barn on Bryn Coed property (the big one near Suzanne Bender).  RRT was called.  Will save date stone.  Someone wants the stones & wood.  Cannot do until March. The permit is not yet complete.  We must ask about hardship requirements regarding this and other Bryn Coed properties.  

New Business-none.

Comments from the public:  EAC workshop presented by Green Valleys Association at Yellow Springs.  Book- Return on the Environment  by Patty Elkis on water quality.  
Steve Kuntz from Schuylkill gave a presentation on stream naming.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perhaps we can find time to hear him at the EAC network conference in April in Malvern.

Action items:
Review Scott Wade information and Ed Theurkauf’s plan on trees.
Get info from RRT on Bryn Coed barn.
Order goods requested by HRC.
Check to see who is on email blast list with Tammy.


 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 P.M.
1st: Suzanne Roth; 2nd: Jane Helm
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