West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]January 9, 2019

Attendees:	Victoria Laubach; Suzanne Roth; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Barb Mueller; Ken Witek
Regrets:	 Carys Levin; Thomaseth Dulchinos
Also attending: Sara Shick; Brian Curry; Yvonne Brownlee; Jane Helm

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm
 
Committee officers for 2019
The committee discussed the officers for 2019
Motion: The EAC approves the following slate of officers for 2019
	Chairperson - Victoria Laubach
	Vice-Chair - Suzanne Roth
	Secretary – Ken Witek
1st: Suzanne			2nd: Pieter			ALL APPROVED

Meeting Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the December 5, 2018 meeting were reviewed
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the prior month’s meeting, with a change to the wording on the property at 1024 Pottstown Pike
1st: Suzanne			2nd: Pieter			ALL APPROVED

EAC Liaison to Open Space Committee
The committee needs to appoint a liaison to the Open Space Committee.  Pieter and Barb both expressed interest.  Pieter is concerned about the finances of the committee, and Barb is interested due to her extensive knowledge of West Vincent Township and past service on the Open Space and other committees.  Since two members of the EAC were not in attendance tonight, this issue was tabled.  Vic will email the EAC on the topic, and all will vote electronically with the decision formalized at the next EAC meeting.

Subdivision / Land Development Application
The committee reviewed the reverse subdivision application for 1009 Jaine Lane.
Motion: The EAC recommends the approval of the reverse subdivision application at 1009 Jaine Lane as submitted
1st: Pieter			2nd: Suzanne			ALL APPROVED

Change to Meeting Dates and Time
The Board of Supervisors requested that all committee meetings start no later than 7:00 pm.  The committee was polled by Vic about their availability of switching the monthly meetings to either Tuesday or Thursday as the meeting room is not available at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays.  Not everyone could switch to those days, and there was some concern about the 7:00 pm start time.  The committee agreed to continue to meet on the first Wednesday of the month, but with a 6:00 pm start time, except for the February 6 meeting which will start at 5:30 pm.  Erica Batdorf needs to confirm with the Board of Supervisors that this will be agreeable to them.  Carys needs to confirm that this change will work for her.

Audubon PA
Jeanne Ortiz, Program Manager has asked to make a presentation to the EAC at a future meeting about backyard habitats and the BirdTown program.  Vic will coordinate.

There were discussions about how the EAC can assist Audubon PA on their programs such as:
· Approaching the boards at local developments to engage them on the benefits of backyard habitats
· Investigating whether a BirdTown program could be implemented at Weatherstone
· Creating a backyard habitat demo project at one of the West Vincent parks

2019 Actions
The committee discussed the projects that will be our focus in 2019
1. The Heritage Tree Program
2. The Stream Naming Project
3. Best Practices for the township and residents

Jane Helm and Isabelle Travaligni will coordinate the Stream Naming Project.

There was a discussion on the use of Roundup and its alternatives.  Yvonne Brownlee indicated that the Sustainability Committee is also looking at this issue, and she will coordinate with the EAC.

Reports
Heritage Tree Program – Jane Helm reported that the group will again start measuring trees in March, and we are getting some nominations for new trees.  Jane has been placing signs at the trees added to the program.  Ken will email the write up of the program to all committee members.

Sustainability Committee - Yvonne Brownlee reported that a Seed Swap will be held on January 26, and that their annual fair is tentatively scheduled for October 19.

Board of Supervisors – Sixteen applications were received for the Open Space Committee.  Five applicants were appointed to the newly created Historic Commission

Other
· Landscapes 3 was signed by the Chester County Commissioners.
· The Phoenixville Regional Planning Committee still has one more meeting before finalizing its comprehensive plan.
· Vic is going to arrange a meeting with the EACs of other local municipalities in February to share successes and concerns.

Adjournment
1st: Suzanne			2nd: Pieter			ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 6:37 pm


