West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]March 7, 2019

Attendees:	Victoria Laubach; Suzanne Roth; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Ken Witek; Carys Levin; Thomaseth Dulchinos

Regrets: Barb Mueller
	 
Also attending: Sara Shick; Brian Curry; Yvonne Brownlee; Jane Helm; George Dulchinos; Bernie Couris; Suzanne Nastase; Ted Mullegen

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the February 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the prior month’s meeting.
1st:   Suzanne	Roth		2nd:  Tommi Dulchinos		ALL APPROVED


2019 Actions Update
Stream Naming Project
Vicki, Jane and Jim Helm and Isabelle Traviligni met on the project.  All but two streams have been named primarily due to the use of old maps, and Isabelle’s vast historical knowledge of the township.  The map will be posted for public comment before being sent to the U.S.G.S.

The West Vincent Festival in the Park is scheduled for June 8 this year, and it was suggested that the EAC table should be centered on the stream naming project and the Heritage Tree Festival.  Vicki will look into again getting free tree saplings from Bartlett Tree Service to hand out.

Landscape Management Program
Vicki prepared a draft of the program.  Committee members are to review the draft and provide their comments.  The inclusion of best practices will occur later. 

There was a discussion on settlements in the terrain in the upper part of the township park that resulted from the pipeline work.  Vicki will ask Erica Batdorf to contact the pipeline company to see what plans they have to address these concerns and finalize their work.

Heritage Tree Program 
Ken provided an update on the program
· The group has tentatively scheduled another tour to look at trees on March 31
· Jane Helm continues to work on the excel spreadsheet that documents all the program trees
· Jane will provide an article for the township’s spring newsletter
· Some signs have been planted at program trees, but more need to be installed after getting permission from residents at those locations.
· The township display map and notebook needs to be updated as new trees are added to the program

Northern Chester County EAC meeting - February 2019
Vicki, Suzanne and Jane Helm attended the first meeting last month.  It was considered a success. There is strong interest among the EACs for clean energy solutions, Ready for 100, and community outreach programs.  The group agreed to promote each other’s programs.  A Google group was created to share meeting minutes, member contact information and other documents.  The group plans to meet 1-2 times per year.


New Business 
Weatherstone Open Space Clean Up
The committee discussed a community cleanup of the open space at Weatherstone.   Vicki will contact the HOA at Weatherstone to gauge their interest.  It was later pointed out that maybe a community cleanup of the township park before Weatherstone would be more prudent.

Bryn Coed Preserve 
Natural Lands is seeking volunteers to help clear trails on March 17 from 9am to Noon.


Reports
Sustainability Committee 
Yvonne Brownlee reports that the committee continues to work on the Fair in the Fall.  It was suggested that the some of the townships sustainability committee members attend the Northern Chester County EAC meetings as many of the other townships do not have sustainability committees, but their EACs are interested in topics covered by our township’s sustainability committee.

Board of Supervisors 
Bernie Couris reports that the new Roadmaster agrees that the use of pesticides and herbicides in the township’s work needs to be curtailed.  All of the township’s Supervisors also agree with this assessment.

Open Space Committee
George Dulchinos reported the following:
· The committee is revising the qualifications list to weigh the factors, as most properties score out evenly.
· The committee is planning on a community survey to ascertain the interest of residents on open space.
· Erica Batdorf is working with Chester County to better track open space parcels in West Vincent.  The current county mapping system does not include properties saved via TDR purchases, but they are willing to work with the township to improve their system. 

Parks and Recreation Committee
Suzanne Nastase reports that there are four options to provide water to the community garden.  The least expensive option is to set up public water from Aqua America.  There is $6,000 in the Parks & Rec budget for this project.  Weeds are an ongoing issue in the garden paths and unused plots.  The garden members are looking into purchasing a small mower to attack this issue.

There was a discussion about setting up a subcommittee between Parks & Rec and the EAC to coordinate common issues.  Community members will be invited to participate.

Phoenixville Regional Planning
George Dulchinos reports that the plan is ready for municipality comments, and should be finalized by late September

Planning Commission
George Dulchinos reports that the WAWA site work will commence soon.  There was a discussion on tree trimming by PECO’s contractors as they are installing taller poles.  The Committee needs to monitor this trimming and contact PECO with issues.  Pieter knows the manager of PECO’s program and can facilitate any communications.

Historic Commission
Tommi reports that the commission is working on an historical ordinance for the township.  It is based on the ordinance at East Nantmeal Township.  There is a meeting on March 11 to further work on this issue.

Historic Resource Committee
Sara Shick reports that a village walk in historic Ludwigs Village will be held on June 20.  The group will be meeting at St. Andrews Church.



Adjournment
1st:  Suzanne	Roth		2nd: Tommi Dulchinos 	ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm


