West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]November 7, 2019

Attendees:  Victoria Laubach; Ken Witek; Barb Mueller; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Carys Levin

Regrets:  Suzanne Roth; Thomaseth Dulchinos
 
Also attending:  Brian Curry; George Dulchinos;  Sara Shick; Kathy McDevitt; Jim Helm; Frank Ruthkosky; Dennis Ray and Betsy Burns from East Pikeland Township

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the October 3, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  A change was noted by Ken.
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the October 3, 2019 meeting as corrected.
1st:   Ken Witek		2nd: Carys Levin		ALL APPROVED


Subdivisions / Land Development
Via email, Erica Batdorf provided an update on the following projects
· 670 Birchrun Rd – a land development application was received for this barn conversion to four apartment units.  However, the application was administratively incomplete.
· 352 Blackhorse Road – No resubmission from the applicant at this time
· 1414 Birchrun Road – Applicant came before the planning commission on 10/17. The recommendation of the EAC to add an easement for the existing trails was not supported by the applicant. The applicant received conditional approval, and then final approval of their 2 lot subdivision plan by the board of supervisors on 11/4.

Current / Old Business
Ready for 100
Dennis Ray from the East Pikeland Township EAC explained the process they used to create the Ready for 100 resolution that their board of supervisors approved.  Their resolution initially focuses on the township’s operations versus the whole community.

There was much discussion on whether nuclear power should be considered a source of clean and renewable energy.  There was much discussion on whether the township could mandate residents to comply with the program, or would the program focus on educating residents on why they should convert their energy usage to renewable sources.  There was also debate about the validity of climate change.

At the suggestion of Jim Helm, Vicki asked Ken Witek to draft a resolution to adopt Ready for 100 for the December meeting.  Ken will get input from all EAC members and representatives from the Sustainability Committee.

West Vincent Township Return on Environment Report
Audubon Pennsylvania presented their Return on Environment report on West Vincent Township to the board of supervisors on November 4.  Jennie Ortiz would like to present their findings to the EAC in December.

Historic Tree Recognition  Project 
Jim Helm explained the program and indicated that approximately 35 trees have been measured, and their data has been entered into a schedule.  Most of these trees are in easements, and a letter is being drafted to the residents whose property contains the trees asking for their permission to have their tree entered into the program.  Seven residents allowed the group to measure trees on their property.  New trees have been identified and the group will be touring the township again in the spring.  Jim asked the EAC for help in identifying new trees to be evaluated.

Stream Naming Project
Jim Helm indicated that work continues on finalizing the project, noting that there are 5-6 main tributaries in the township.  There will be a meeting in January to finalize the map and stream names.  Jim suggested that we ask for public comments in February before finalizing the project.


New Business 
Herb Society donation
Vicki announced that the EAC received a $200 donation from the Herb Society for native pollinator plants.  Vicki will coordinate with Suzanne Nastase on using these funds for the township parks.  Brian Curry suggested that information on native plants and pollinators should be posted at local nurseries.

Beekeeping
Frank Ruthkosky, a new resident to West Vincent, introduced himself to the EAC.  Frank is a certified master beekeeper, and teaches and mentors people entering the vocation.  He has been in the business for 14 years.  Frank asked if it would be possible to place hives on township property.  There was much enthusiasm from the EAC and meeting attendees, and it was suggested that the new township park at Bryn Coed could be a suitable location.




Announcements
The board of supervisors awarded a $680,000 contract to Reclaim Inc. for the demolition of the cow palace at the Bryn Coed Park.  A preconstruction meeting is to be scheduled soon.

The Chester County Water Resources Authority will be holding public meetings in the area to provide an update on their water and storm water plans.

There will be a Ready for 100 conference on November 18 in King of Prussia.  The event is sponsored by the Sierra Club, and the topics will cover how to adopt the program.


Comments from the Public
Sara Shick expressed concern about the decline of song birds in the area.  Other attendees have also noticed the problem.


Reports
Historical Commission
George Dulchinos reported that the group is involved in two projects.
· The proposed demolition of a building across from the Weatherstone entrance on route 401
· A rehabilitation project on Birchrun Rd.

Sustainability Committee
Sara Shick reported that the Sustainability Fair was a big success.

Board of Supervisors
George Dulchinos indicated that the EAC had already covered all the items he would have covered.

Parks & Recreation
A contract was awarded to a tree company to review the situation at Evans Park.

Adjournment
1st:  Pieter Ouwerkerk		2nd:  Barb Mueller		ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm 


