West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
September 5, 2019
Draft 

Attendees:	Victoria Laubach; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Ken Witek; Carys Levin; Suzanne Roth; Thomaseth Dulchinos; Barb Mueller
 
Also attending:  Brian Curry; George Dulchinos; Bernie Couris; Sara Shick

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the June 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the June meeting.
1st:   Suzanne	Roth		2nd:  Tomi Dulchinos		ALL APPROVED


Subdivisions / Land Development
352 Blackhorse Road
This is an 8.2 acre parcel whose owner is proposing to create three 2 +/- acre lots, build houses on two of the lots and retain one of the lots with an existing dwelling and barn.  Since the barn is a historic structure, he may need a distance waiver to build the new houses.  Several trees were already taken down.  If the property is under Act 319, he may have to replace the trees.  Vicki will ask Erica to look into this.  There were no other objections to this subdivision.

1414 Birchrun Road
The owner is looking to subdivide both lots of this property into two lots of 20 acres +/- a piece.  There are concerns about how they will access these two lots, as there are steep slopes on the property, a small stream along Janie Road at the front, and a deep ravine.  The committee also is concerned about some of the waivers requested in this proposal and will need more information from the engineering report before making a recommendation.

Current / Old Business
Budget
The EAC budget for fiscal year 2020 will be $5,000.  The work being done by Bob Wise at the Bryn Coed township park will come out of the 2019 budget.



Stream Naming Project
Vicki reported that all the streams have been named and grouped by watershed.  Jane Helm has also been researching how each stream was named.

Gathering Acorns from heritage trees
The committee discussed gathering acorns from the area’s heritage trees to be planted in the buffer zone at Bryn Coed Park.  Carys, Suzanne and Ken will work with Jane Helm on this project.

Ready for 100
Ken suggested that the EAC look into the work done on Ready for 100 by the other local townships to see if our committee would be interested in joining this program to address the issues associated with climate change.  There were concerns about the costs associated with the program and what outcomes would arise.  Several members were opposed to having a local government mandate actions to our residents.  Carys and Ken indicated that the EAC has a responsibility to look at this issue.  Brian Curry suggested that we would need to look at the positives and negatives of this program.  Suzanne suggested contacting C-Change to see if they would meet with the committee about the risks and opportunities of climate change so we could better understand the issue.

After a lengthy discussion, it was decided that Vicki will contact some of the local townships who have adopted Ready for 100 to see if they would meet with the committee.  Also, Suzanne will contact C-Change.

New Business 
PECO Presentation
Pieter reported that he met with the VP of electrical distribution at PECO, who volunteered to meet with the committee to discuss the possibility of taking our township off the electrical grid.  The idea is to place several solar systems on township property – at their cost – that will provide all the electrical needs for West Vincent.  It was suggested that such a presentation should be made to the EAC and the Sustainability Committee.  Pieter indicated that a presentation could be done in early 2020.

Proper mulching of trees on township properties
Suzanne reports that many of the trees in the township park are dying from past mulching issues.  The new person working on landscaping has been helpful in cleaning up the park, but we should consider a plan to start replacing some of the trees soon.  Sara Shick suggested sending a letter to all the HOAs in the township to warn them of the dangers of improper mulching techniques.


Invasive Plants
Suzanne reports that there is a problem with purple loose strife plants invading the areas by the pond and stream at the township office.  Others reported that this is an issue throughout the area.  This could be a good topic for a future township newsletter.

Announcements
Bryn Coed Park 
There will be a soft opening of the new township park at Bryn Coed on Saturday, September 7 at 10am.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reports
Board of Supervisors 
Bernie Couris reported that he attended the Citadel country music fair this year, and noticed that there was no recycling done at the event.  Vicki will make some calls.

Phoenixville Regional Planning
George Dulchinos reports that the BOS will address the final report at their September 16 meeting.

Historical Commission
Tomi reported that the commission has not conducted any meetings recently.


Adjournment
1st:  Suzanne	Roth		2nd:  Barb Mueller		ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 pm 


