West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Special Meeting on the Domestic Outbuilding at NL property on Flint Road
October 29, 2018 at 5:30 P.M.

Attending: Don Cook; Tommi Dulchinos; Jane Helm; Vic Laubach; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Suzanne Roth; Ken Witek.
Also attending: Yvonne Brownlee; Bernie Couris; Brian Curry; John Jacobs; Maria Jacobs; Sara Shick; Harriet Stone; Brian Sundemeier.

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 P.M. by chairman Vic Laubach.
At the last EAC meeting  (October 5, 2018) we did not have a quorum and therefore could not make a recommendation to the BOS regarding the demolition of the domestic outbuilding at the Ralston Farm complex on Flint Road.  The BOS felt it was important to have our input.  

A discussion talked about the present state of the building.  Pieter suggested the foundation be preserved along with the stove (fireplace) foundation.  Brian Sundemeir reported that the underpinning beams are in very poor condition with one supporting beam missing.  Windows are missing and there is a gap in the middle of the roof.  NL will preserve the foundation with appropriate signage.  Maria Jacobs suggested that having the foundation preserved with a narrative regarding the building and its purpose would actively engage the imagination of the viewer.  Jane Helm feels strongly that the building is worth retaining as part of the Ralston farmstead.  Although there have been changes through the years she felt keeping the outbuilding would tell a more complete story of the property.  Jane mentioned the dental molding trim on the front and back of the building.  Jane has restored a similar outbuilding on her property.  Brian Sundemeir stated that this building has been neglected for 30 years.  

MOTION:  The EAC recommends the removal of the superstructure and the preservation of the foundation to keep the footprint of the outbuilding (summer kitchen) and its fireplace without back fill.  The foundation and its walls should be repaired and capped.  Appropriate signage explaining the historical significance of the building will be erected.
1st: Pieter Ouwerkerk; 2nd: Ken Witek.    Vic Laubach recused  herself.  Don Cook, Tommi Dulchinos & Suzanne Roth voted yeah; Jane Helm voted nay.
The motion passed.
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