Open Space Advisory Committee
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 – 7pm
· Jody Reinbold, Chair (Term expiring 12/31/19)
· Barbara Van Horn (Term expiring 12/31/20)
· Jeff Goldberg (Term expiring 12/31/21)
· Barb Mueller, EAC Member (Term expiring 12/31/23 or until her term expires 12/31/21)
· George Dulchinos, West Vincent Planning Commission (Term expiring 12/31/22 or until his term expires 12/31/21)
· Bernie Couris, Board of Supervisor Liaison (non-voting)
· Erica Batdorf, West Vincent Township Manager (non-voting)
Guests: Donna Delany, Harriet Stone, Brian Curry, Dave Weber, Pam Brown, Sara Shick
Meeting called to order at 7:03pm
Motion to approve the minutes from our Tuesday, February 25, 2018 meeting by Barbara Van Horn, seconded by George Dulchinos, passes unanimously 
Accounting of Present Open Space funds prepared by Erica Batdorf, Township Manager as of 3/25/19, the open space checking account balance was $865,213.44 and the open space maintenance fund account was $663,509.80 for a total of $1,528,723.24.  The current outstanding commitments are: $663,509.80 for the Bryn Coed Demolition of the buildings (which is a place holder until the project is bid, and a not to exceed the amount equal to the cash account), $55,000 for a conservation easement for 18 Years LLC, and debt service of $110,405 and $395,000 for 2019 interest and principal, respectively, for a total of $1,223,914.80.  The township expects monthly income of approximately $70,000.
Old Business:
We reviewed the Candidate property evaluation worksheet for additional changes and decided to edit the question “Is the landowner willing” to “Is the landowner willing for their parcel to be consider”.  We decided to edit question #1 to read, “Is the land owner eligible and willing…”.  And we decided to edit question #3 to read “Adjacent to conserved, in perpetuity, public or private land;”. Erica Batdorf, Township Manager will make these changes for our next meeting.
Donna Delaney created a draft survey that can be sent to residents to inquire their priorities and goals of open space preservation.  She will meet with Erica Batdorf, Township Manager prior to our next meeting to finalize this survey and its wording so it can be included in the township newsletter.  We determined that we would keep the survey open through the township community day scheduled in June.  Jody Reinbold requested a table for the Open Space Committee, at the community day, so that we could discuss the survey with residents and have paper ballots as well. Barbara Van Horn made a motion to approve sending the survey out to residents, seconded by George Dulchinos, passes unanimously.
Erica Batdorf, Township Manager spoke to the county about having them supply, maintain and update an open space inventory and map in accordance with the township.  She will continue to follow up with the County.

New Business:
Pam Brown, of F&PCCT, discussed the “Declaration of Public Trust” as a protection for township parks instead of conservation easements.  She explained that this might be a more affordable method of a conservation easement and stronger than a deed restriction.  The township will continue to investigate which parcels are owned by the township and are not currently protected.  Pam Brown offered to meet with the Township Solicitor to discuss the option of using the “Declaration of Public Trust”.
Pam Brown, of F&PCCT, requested a letter from the Open Space Advisory Committee, for French & Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust to be included with grant submissions for 18 Years, LLC parcel located at Beaver Hills and St Matthews roads.  Jody Reinbold circulated a letter to this committee and it was agreed, unanimously, to provide this letter.
Motion to adjourn meeting at 7:53pm by Barbara Van Horn, seconded by George Dulchinos, passes unanimously 


