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The first vestiges of the 
present village appeared in 
1803, with the subdivision of  
John Evans‘ fifty acres on the 
south side of the Birch Run, 
into eight woodlots.  

Development of the higher 
elevation woodlands 
surrounding “The Hollow“ 
had already begun by the mid 
to late 18th century. These 
parcels remained largely as 
woodland with only a small 
portion of the land suitable 
for farming. Nearby, mining 
activity had begun and a pre-
revolutionary iron forge was 
operating on French Creek. Drawing by Estelle Cremers, 1991  NR nomination research.



The Birch Run and its tributaries 
provided the water power for various 
types of mills.  Garrett Brownback’s 
mill was in operation before 1740 near 
the confluence of the Birch Run and 
French Creek.  In May, 1776, Thomas 
Heimberger, under contract with the 
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety 
built a gun powder mill on Rocky Run.  

By the early 1800s, several saw 
mills  and grist mills were operating.  
A clover mill, linseed oil mill, a tilt 
forge and distillery were nearby.  The 
mills drew laborers and skilled 
tradesmen.  Storekeepers and other 
entrepreneurs soon followed. 



John Edwards   purchased  a 70 acre parcel in 1806, and built a 

5- bay Georgian “mansion” in 1808.  Edwards sold 21 acres and 

the saw mill to Jonathan Rogers and his sons in 1811.  

He then built a Tilt Forge on the remaining 49 acres, below 

his “mansion” where the Birch Run crossed his meadow, just 
below the saw and grist mills.  Edwards’ Inventory of 1831 lists 
among other tools, the forge and molds for making axes.

Samuel Miller,  a farmer and a blacksmith, who was also often 

occupied  in cycle making, purchased the Edwards tract in 1831.  
Miller’s daughter, Harriet, married James Wilson Griffith and 

they constructed their farmstead in 1847, in the valley on the 
east side of the Birch Run, adjacent to Samuel Miller’s property.





1803 Saw Mill  and  1811 Grist Mill

“On the road to Kinzie’s mill…”appeared on many mid-19th century deeds, a 
reference to the ownership of John and William Kinzie  from 1846-1866.  Under 
the Kinzie’s, the mills began operating on a full-time basis, spurring the growth 
of the village. 

Thomas B. Dewees, Jr.  purchased the mill  in 1880 and operated it by tenant 
until 1919. The Birchrunville Mill closed in 1925 and the equipment was 
beginning to be dismantled by 1929.





The Evans/Rogers House on the northern perimeter of the 

current National Register Historic District, contains the earliest 
known dwelling in the village, a circa 1740 Welsh stone cottage.  
Morris Evans and his wife, Lettice settled in Vincent  Township 
prior to 1732, according to tax records.  The “Samuel Lightfoot” 
map of 1741 shows Morris Evans on the north side of the Birch 
Run, around the confluence of its two branches in what is termed 
“The Hollow”.   Morris, one of at least four Evans brothers who 
settled in Vincent, was a Welsh farmer.  His sheep grazed in the 
meadow along the banks of the Birch Run.









Birch Run Dam

This stone dam was constructed to harness the water power of the 
Birch Run to operate the mills along its course to French Creek.  

In May 1901, Thomas B. Dewees, Jr. invited the community to a “ stone 
hauling” to repair the dam breast. 



…is making preparations to construct one 
of the largest ice ponds in Eastern 
Pennsylvania, covering 56 acres and having a 
storage capacity of nearly one billion gallons 
of water.  The site plans included the large 
dam, wharves, storage houses and associated 
machinery to load the cut ice onto railroad 
cars.

The steam railroad would run from 
Kimberton Station on the Pickering Valley 
Branch of the Philadelphia & Reading 
Railroad .  The four mile long extension was to 
“ run mostly over the roadbed of the defunct 
Delaware and Lancaster Railroad (the 
“Sowbelly Railroad”), graded several years 
ago and abandoned”.  “The enterprise is on a 
mammoth scale…”

CCHS – Local  9.20.1906
American Ice Co. photo-City of Philadelphia, Dept. of Public Records
www.phiaplace.org/story/187.  c.1915.

http://www.phiaplace.org/story/187


The business venture with the American Ice Co. did not materialize 
due to transportation issues, but it appears from this recent photo that 
the location chosen by Thomas B. Dewees, Jr. and other Birchrunville 
entrepreneurs would have had a sufficient water supply for a large ice 
pond.

Photo credit:  (http//chestercountyramblings.files.wordpress.com/2014/04)









James Wilson Griffith moved from Pikeland to Birchrunville in 1843, 
married Harriet,  daughter of Samuel Miller, and began to assemble 
several small pieces of land along Birch Run.  In addition, he purchased 
nine acres  in “The Hollow” from his father-in-law in 1847.  Known 
today as Birch Run Farm, James Wilson and Harriet built the Classical 
Greek Revival style house and the barn in 1847.  The  springhouse, two-
seat outhouse, and the shoemaker’s workshop are circa 1841. 

In 1853, Griffith became an ordained minister, serving at Windsor, 
East Nantmeal, and Lawrenceville Baptist churches.  He assisted with 
the Union Sunday School held at the Birchrunville (Vincent Baptist) 
meetinghouse. 

Griffith’s business ledgers  show an accounting of his work as a 
shoemaker, recording the number of boots that he had made “since free 
of John Timler, his Master”, as well as referencing other work such as 
clock repair, farming and timbering.                                                                                         





Cordwainer’s  Shop



Rev. James Wilson Griffith House

This photo is dated between 1879, when according to a newspaper 
clipping, the bell cupola was added, and 1917, when a fourth column 
was added, so that the placement of the center column was not directly 
in front of the main entrance door.



The Griffith  Bell  - 1879





James McDermond, in conjunction with the Hipple brothers,  was 
involved in the building of at least five dwellings along Schoolhouse Lane 
and on Flowing Springs Road, uphill from the schoolhouse.  This circa 1860 
Pennsylvania Hillside House is believed to have been built by James 
McDermond and/or Jacob Hipple.  McDermond and his wife, Hannah 
raised their 11 children here.

Along with his real estate dealings, James McDermond was a 
shoemaker and bottled patent medicines labeled as being produced in 
“Mechanicsville , PA”.  In 1855, he advertised for an apprentice to the 
shoemaking business.  

In addition to his other business ventures, McDermond had hoped to 
operate the “Mechanicsville Inn”, but his tavern petitions had been 
disallowed and he sold that property to Levi Emery in 1859. 

The name “Mechanicsville” was not to be; the post office was 
established in 1868, designated as “Birch Run Ville”.





















The first certain occupant on this parcel was Jacob Houpt in 
1837, although there were three earlier owners.  

James McDermond purchased the property at public sale in 
1853 from the executor of Houpt’s estate, and either improved 
Houpt’s stone  dwelling or built a completely new structure.  

A sign board was posted on the property one evening indicating 
the anticipated opening of the Mechanicsville Hotel.   McDermond 
applied for a license to sell liquors in 1856 under the name of 
“Mechanicsville Inn”  and in 1857 and ’58, as the  “Mechanicsville 
Hotel”.  Each time his petition was denied, but he was allowed an 
eating house license. 

Discouraged, he sold to Levi Emery in 1859. Finally, in 1860, a 
temperance hotel and eating house was allowed.  The hotel 
entered into its most successful years under ownership of the 
Emerys, as the “Birchrunville Hotel”.





Henry Honold and his wife Sarah, of Philadelphia purchased 

the old hotel property from Daniel Hartline in 1880. Honold erected 
a one-story frame building which he intended to use as a bakery, 
but the new building was demolished by heavy winds in December 
1880.  Honold rebuilt the bake house behind the hotel, a frame 
building on a stone foundation, containing three brick ovens, and 
operated a bake house and “ice cream saloon”.  Samuel Shick was 
employed to drive the Honold’s bread wagon. Sarah continued the 
business after her husband’s death in 1886.







A one-room schoolhouse was 
constructed in 1863, replacing an 1833 
stone school building just downhill 
from this lot on Margaret (John) 
Templin’s land.

In 1898, Thomas B. Dewees, Jr. and 
his wife, Ida funded a second-story 
addition to be used as the West 
Vincent High School.

The high school was discontinued 
in 1923, and by 1946, the schoolhouse 
contained first through fourth grades.

The Vincent Townships Elementary 
School was completed in September 
1953 and the remaining schoolhouses 
were sold at public auction.  From 
1964 to 2004 , the schoolhouse was 
used as the West Vincent Township 
municipal building.



Birchrunville Schoolhouse   c. 1905







According to the 1870 census, Franklin Littlefield was a 

blacksmith, living on Henry Hall’s farm, known as “Buttonwood”, 
which bordered along French Creek, near Wilson’s Corner.  

He first appeared in the village in 1872, running a wheelwright  
and blacksmith shop in a small building at Kinzie’s grist mill.

Franklin Littlefield bought a piece of land located below the 
new Birchrunville school lot on Friday’s Run, from Margaret 
Templin in 1874.  Instead of building a dwelling for his family, 
Littlefield brought a frame tenant house from Dr. Henry White’s 
farm near Wilson’s Corner, and with the help of neighbors and 
teams of horses, moved it on wooden rollers to its present spot. 

It was said that “not a door was jammed or window broken”.  He 
and his wife, Elizabeth raised ten children in the little house.



Littlefield’s Blacksmith Shop









William West was a travelling artist, taking photographic 
portraits and selling CDV images “four  for one dollar and 
children $1.50.”  Sometime after Jonah John opened his general 
store in 1850, William West is noted as a tailor, with a 
photographic wagon behind the store.

A newspaper clipping from the Jeffersonian dated 4.2.1870 
states: 

“W.W. West formerly tailor at the Birchrunville store, has 
moved to S.S. Mosteller’s store where he intends carrying on 
tailoring as heretofore.  He has also moved his photograph 
wagon to Mosteller’s Corner.”

By 1872, West had a gallery in Spring City, “prepared to take 
first-class pictures, any size, and in the best style of the art, 
satisfaction guaranteed”.   He also continued to operate his 
photography wagon throughout the area.



1850 Former General Store

1904“Modern Steam Bakery” addition -T. B. Dewees, Jr.











Ida V. Rowland operated a “fashionable millinery” from her home, 
the old Jonah John house across the road from the general store.  Her 
husband Samuel  J. Rowland was the dry goods merchant at the 
store in 1880 and the assistant postmaster.  Clarence Holland, his 16 
year old cousin helped tend the store.  Ida was one of several women 
who operated a business in the village.





















John Thomas House c.1845
Also known as the George Walleigh house.  Later, John Milton Nyman 

may have had a cabinetmaker shop  on the lower floor.   He was an undertaker 
as well, which was not an unusual combination of trades.  The Birchrunville 
Cornet Band  practiced in the upper floor in the 1870s.


















