
                                                                                                                      

 

Vincent Baptist Church and Graveyard 

Who Slumbers Here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Church By the Side of the Road” 

“The church is prettily located on rising ground, at the site of a 
public road, but not directly on it.  A pretty grove of trees and a stream 
of water gurgling among and over picturesque rocks add to the 
surroundings at the site of the church in the sleeping place of generations 
of sainted dead.”  -VR. 1894.- 

Perhaps as early as 1720, the Welsh Baptist congregants who had settled 

near Yellow Springs and in Vincent Township began holding prayer meetings in 

various homes and cottages of these initial members, instead of traveling to the 

Great Valley Baptist Church, the distance being too great. The congregation living 

in the Vincent area had grown to more than 50 members and a local meetinghouse 

was erected in 1737 on a lot next to the present church building, The newly 

established Vincent Church remained affiliated with the mother church for 35 

years. It is believed that John Evans Jenkins and his wife Ann gave the parcel of 

land to be used for the log meetinghouse. The congregation was served by Rev. 

William Davis and John Davis of the Great Valley Church. In 1747, Elder Owen 

Thomas settled in the area and served until he died in 1760.  He is buried in the 

cemetery. The first two lines of his epitaph as written on his gravestone are:   



                                                                                                                      

 

“In Yonder House I spent my Breath 

And Now Lie Slumbering here in death...” 

In October 1771, the members were constituted as an independent church 

with Rev. John Blackwell as the first minister. Robert Dill’s map of 1773 indicates 

the location of the Vincent Baptist 

Church as well as the stone house of 

William Evans, who, as the eldest son 

of John Evans Jenkins, had inherited 

his father’s property.   

William would figure 

prominently in (West)Vincent 

revolutionary history over the next ten 

years before his death in 1783. 

 In September 1775, Daniel 

Evans, of a different Evan’s family branch of the over 42 first cousins who had 

emigrated from Wales, left by his will, 2/3 of the income, “Rents and Profits” from 

his farm to sustain the ministry.  An inscribed stone is in the lecture room 

underneath the current main floor sanctuary. 

In 1812, a stone building had 

replaced the log structure and in 1852 

the building was further expanded, 

documented by the date stone above 

the front door. In 1928 it was again 

enlarged to include the entire present 

structure. 

 

In the woods across the road, 

flows the north branch tributary of the 

Pickering Creek, where a natural pool was formed by the deposit of several huge 

boulders.  At this picturesque spot, baptisms were performed in all four seasons for 

more than two centuries.  

William Evans, Esq. d. July 23, 1783  



                                                                                                                      

 

 
 Protracted revival meetings lasting several weeks were frequently held 

throughout the year.  Newspaper articles dated in the 1880s relate a number of 

baptisms by immersion in the open-air pool occurring in winter, when ice had to be 

broken for the ceremony. In January 1881, ice which was nearly six inches thick 

had to be cut and cleared away before three young ladies were baptized in frigid 

conditions. The newspaper went on to say, “May their faith be as strong to their 

dying day as it was on that occasion.” On another occasion it was reported that 300 

people had lined the banks of the creek to witness the ordinance of baptism.  More 

recently, one such open-air ceremony occurred on a cold January 6th, 1936, even 

though an indoor baptismal pool had been constructed behind the pulpit around 

1902. A steep, narrow-winding wooden staircase made the baptismal pool area 

accessible for the minister to enter from the old lecture room below. 

 In the last decade of the 19th century, the congregation made improvements 

to the building and the cemetery. The graveyard had been enlarged in 1872 by 

purchase of additional ground from Mr. Edwin Frick.     

   It was noted in 1894 that there were approximately 200 unmarked graves. 

White marble unlettered stones were purchased to be placed on these gravesites 



                                                                                                                      

 

which were said to be of the earliest members of the congregation and of unknown 

Revolutionary War soldiers from the Yellow Springs Continental hospital.  The 

“unlettered stones” were mentioned again in September 1902 as follows:  

 “In Vincent burial ground are many grave markers that bear no 

inscriptions, just small square white marble stones.  When the Yellow Springs was 

used as a hospital during the Revolution the dead were buried in this enclosure 

and rough stones marked their graves.  The church people in their recent 

renovation placed these new stones, for which they deserve the thanks of the 

nation.” -Local 9.24.1902-  

Also in 1902, thirteen memorial stained 

glass windows were placed in the church 

replacing the clear glass.  Around 1885, a revival 

of interest in stained glass led to a technique 

called opalescent glass, utilized in design by 

John LaFarge, Frank Lloyd Wright and Louis 

Comfort Tiffany. Several pastors and their wives are memorialized in addition to 

the windows honoring members of the congregation.          

                     

  

  



                                                                                                                      

 

The large central window above the church entrance illustrating Christ as the 

Good Shepherd was commissioned by the Philips family in honor of their 

immigrant ancestors.  

John and Mary Philips came from 

Wales in 1755.  Their sons John and 

Josiah both served in the Revolutionary 

War. John was a captain and Josiah, a 

lieutenant in the Continental Army.   

Unfortunately this window has 

been damaged due to exposure to 

temperature and weather over the last 100 

years and has been removed for 

safekeeping. 

 Behind the pulpit in 1885 was a 

painting entitled “Christ Knocking at the 

Door”. It too had deteriorated and had to 

be painted over. 

According to articles relating the history of the church, there are two periods 

of time for which there are lapses in the records.  Missing are records spanning the 

twenty years between 1771 and the act of incorporation from the Pennsylvania 

Legislature in 1791 and continuing from that point until 1814.  In 1833, forty-nine 

members formed the Windsor Baptist Church in Upper Uwchlan and in 1841; 

fourteen were dismissed to constitute the East Nantmeal Baptist Church.  

In 1860, during the pastorate of Rev. George Sleeper, an out-station 

meetinghouse was built in Birchrunville. Revival meetings were held here as well 

and baptisms were performed in the mill pond. 

Two Sunday Schools used the building; the 

Baptist Sunday School and a non-

denominational “Union” Sunday school. The 

little chapel was constantly in use and became a 

community gathering place. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



                                                                                                                      

 

Vincent Baptist Church and Yellow Springs have had a special relationship which 

has continued through time since the 18th century. Residents of Vincent and 

Pikeland Townships provided care at the Yellow Springs Hospital and during the 

buildings’ later use as a Civil War Orphans school, the school principal, teachers, 

cooks and matrons were local residents.   

Being located so close to the Revolutionary War Hospital, it was natural that 

deceased soldiers would be interred in the Baptist cemetery here.  In addition to the 

Revolutionary War, there are stone markers for soldiers from the French and 

Indian War through more recent conflicts.  The cemetery is still actively used even 

though the Vincent Baptist congregation no longer owns the building or meets for 

services here.   

Not only has the church served as a burial place for soldiers of the American 

Revolution but it has welcomed the children who were orphaned during the Civil 

War.  The children attended services at the church after the Chester Springs Civil 

War Orphans School opened in 1869.  They decorated the graves of the veterans 

each year on what became known as Decoration Day, now more commonly 

referred to as Memorial Day. 

On Decoration Day 1907:  “At 8:30 a.m. the boys’ battalion, headed by the school 

band, followed by the line of girls, marching in true soldierly precision to the 

cemetery where a most beautiful service was rendered.  A dirge was played by the 

band, a prayer offered by the Rev. C. H. Wilson, the graves of all the pupils and 

“old soldiers” who lie buried there were strewn with the beautiful flowers of 

springtime, a salute to the dead was fired by the 

battalion, after which Rev. E. C. Sult delivered a most 

beautiful address... “America” was sung, benediction 

pronounced and “Taps” sounded by the buglers.” 

The church provided a burial plot for the children who 

died while attending the school.  An inscribed granite 

obelisk marks the resting place of 21 children in 

addition to the two straight lines of white marble 

stones downhill from the monument.   



                                                                                                                      

 

The Revolutionary War Era 

In 1777, the Revolutionary War moved into Chester County, as the British 

attempted to control the colonial capital of Philadelphia and put an end to the 

rebellion.  Beginning with a precarious fortnight in September and for several 

months beyond by the American Army’s 1777-78 winter encampment at Valley 

Forge, the inhabitants of the County were directly affected by the war. Barns, 

churches and meetinghouses were pressed into service as hospitals to care for the 

sick and wounded from the Battle of the Brandywine, and the Battle of the Clouds, 

followed by the “Paoli Massacre”.  

 General Washington’s army retreated from the aborted Battle of the Clouds 

to Yellow Springs, arriving the evening of September 16th, into the wee hours of 

the 17th. They were rain-soaked, muddied, without tents or blankets and with 

ruined ammunition. It was imperative that the army reach the supplies stored in 

Northern Chester County. Most importantly they needed to reach Warwick and 

Reading Furnaces, to replace their ammunition.  

As related in Frederick Sheeder’s History of East Vincent in 1845 and in 

Futhey and Copes’ History of Chester County in 1881, Captain John Ralston, who 

resided on land   along today’s St. Matthews Road, was home on furlough putting 

in his winter crops. He was summoned by General Washington to his headquarters 

at Yellow Springs to guide the army over the best possible route to the furnace 

region. This route was along the 

“Ridge Road”, today’s Route 23, and 

past the German Reformed church in 

(East) Vincent. It was there, within the 

next few months that 22 soldiers 

brought from the Valley Forge 

encampment would die of disease and 

be buried in what would be preserved 

to this day as ”sacred ground” at the 

bottom of the hill. 

 

 



                                                                                                                      

 

A similar burial site is in “East” Coventry Township where 17 soldiers from 

the Valley Forge encampment who had died in Herman Prizer’s barn were laid to 

rest in John Ellis’ woods.  

                                               

                                                                                                       

The first permanent military hospital would be built at Yellow Springs about 

four months after that stormy night of retreat based on George Washington’s 

recommendation of the site to Congress. Its purpose was to be the Medical 

Headquarters for the Middle District and to care for the sick and wounded who 

remained behind from the Philadelphia Campaign of 1777 and the subsequent 

disease which was so prevalent at the winter encampment at Valley Forge.  

Churches and barns continued to be used to care for the sick and wounded even 

after the hospital at Yellow Springs was operational.  

An August 10, 1778 report stated that 124 out of 725 soldiers who had 

stayed there died, but it is still not known for certain where the remains were 

buried. 

There are many known burials in the old local cemeteries, such as 

Brownback’s, Zion Lutheran, and St. Peters’ in Pikeland, Approximately 18 

known soldiers lie in the Vincent Baptist cemetery, having survived the 

Revolutionary War. In Charlestown Cemetery there are said to be 200 unknown 

soldiers and in Vincent Baptist perhaps almost as many among the unlettered 

marble mystery stones with the possibility of the existence of a mass grave.  

 

  



                                                                                                                      

 

Vincent Township circa 1777 

What other Revolutionary Events Were  Happening? 

William Evans:   

• In 1765 was allowed a tavern petition 

for the Evans Inn renewed through 1776 

• Petitions for licenses were dispensed 

with during the Philadelphia Campaign 

of 1777-78 due to those extraordinary 

circumstances requiring the 

government’s attention. 

• October 1776:  “resolved that Mr. 

William Evans be desired to purchase 

all the coarse cloths, blankets and 

stockings in Chester County”. 

• April 3rd 1777: “The Board of War 

made a requisition for wagons upon Col. 

Caleb Davis, Chester County;  upon 

Major Evans near Yellow Springs;  Col. 

William Dewees at Valley Forge...” 

• May 17th 1777: Evans “lived in the neighborhood of Yellow 

Springs”...received his  Colonel’s commission;  was authorized to impress 

wagons, collect arms and 

accoutrements, blankets, shoes, 

stockings and similar articles for the use 

of the army from persons who had not 

taken the oath of allegiance or had 

assisted the enemy.  

• 1777-Served as Colonel of the 4th 

Battalion PA Militia- on Sept. 6th 1777 had 71 men fit for duty; two were 

sick, two on furlough, two discharged, six deserted  

• Died July 1783-Inventory of Personal Estate lists “a Cartouche Box, Hanger 

Belts, Bayonet and Firelock”    

  



                                                                                                                      

 

Thomas Heimberger’s Powder Mill 

• Feb. 1776:  Contracted with the Committee of Safety to erect a gunpowder 

mill 

“33 miles from Philadelphia and a few miles from Yellow Springs, on a 

never failing stream...”  

• May 6th 1776:  requested 

additional funds to complete the 

work 

• June 3rd, 1776:  John Ladd 

Howell was instructed to inspect 

all powder mills to ascertain 

when they would be ready-report 

gave location as 33 miles from 

Phila., two miles from Young’s Forge and about 5 miles from the 

Continental Powder Mill in Pikeland.  The works were far from finished but 

Heimberger hoped “to begin production in ten days” 

• Sept. 1776; Heimberger received “One Ton of Salt Petre” from the 

government stores 

• Sept. 2oth, 1776; Heimberger credited with £60 for powder manufactured by 

him 

• Operated mill at least until 1780, produced just 1,193 pounds that year 

 

• Signed road petition that would “proceed by his powder mills” ending at a 

road leading from Sebastian Keeley’s mill; petition was also signed by about 

five other known Revolutionary War soldiers. 

• Heimberger signed as a witness to Sebastian Keeley’s will. Keeley, a 

teamster died November 8th, 1777; he had operated a grist mill, a pulling 

mill and gun factory, He and his wife, Elizabeth (Fry) ran a tavern and a 

general store along French Creek, neighboring Young’s Vincent Forge. 

Elizabeth continued to run the tavern after her husband’s death; William 

Evans posted a $500 bond with her renewal petition in August 1780.  

• Heimberger was enumerated in 1780 Vincent Census but died in 

Philadelphia prior to Sept. 1789. 

  



                                                                                                                      

 

John Young’s Vincent Forge 

• Early forge on French Creek on (East) Vincent side was Wm. 

Branson’s 

• Woodland on West side of French Creek-John Evans was a partner 

• Mansion house and forge office- date stone 1769, when forge was 

purchased by John and Susannah Young 

   

• Susannah was iron master after John’s death in 1781 

 

 

Captain Thomas Dolbey (Dolby) 

• 1799 tax list: tavern keeper at Black Horse Tavern at the foot of Font Hill in 

Uwchlan Twp. which was owned by John and Agnes Evans during the War 

• Died July 10th, 1821 aged 65 years; buried at Vincent Baptist next to wife 

Sarah Evans 

 

Edward Kelley 

• Served in Second Battalion Chester County Militia, Capt. Barber’s (7th) 

Company 3rd class 

• Listed in 1810 Uwchlan census. 

• Died October 16,1835, age 89, buried in Vincent Baptist cemetery 

 



                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

  


