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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

MAIN FARM 

The original main house, a fieldstone farmhouse built in two stages, 
has been adjoined on two sides by later buildings, so that only the 
south (front) elevation and the east end elevation are now fully 
exposed (photo #1). The oldest section appears to be the west end, 
which has been left exposed on the interior of a later structure. 
One bay wide and two bays deep, it is a two-and-a-half story random 
fieldstone structure with a large stone chimney at its east end, now 
the center of the building. The chimney has a massive base and a 
large cooking fireplace opening into what is apparently the more 
recent end, suggesting that it may originally have belonged to a log 
house to which the stone house was joined. An offset in the vertical 
seam in the stonework between the older and newer sections gives 
the appearance that the earliest stone building was connected to an 
adjoining structure to the east at the first floor only. 

The second stone addition is two bays in length, a low entrance door 
centered between them. The stonework is somewhat more refined, and 
massive corner quoins, absent from the earlier section, appear at 
the east end. Stonework and drip course on this addition are similar 
to those of the earlier structure. Stone caps were later added to 
both chimneys. 

The gable roof has a boxed cornice. Pent eaves on both ends form. 
pedimented gables. There is also a restored pent running the length 

.of the entrance facade above the first floor windows. 

Fenestration on the south and east elevations consists of six-over
six windows on the first and second floors. There is only one 
window on the first floor level at the east end. However, on the 
north elevation the second floor windows are two-over-two. The 
first and second floor windows on the west end are also two-over-two. 
These latter two elevations are adjoined by newer buildings. Doors 
have been added to provide interior access into the original house. 
A single 4-light attic window is in each gable end. 

Built about eight feet from the north wall of the original house is 
a newer house, a two-bay by two-bay plastered stone building two
and-a-half stories high (photo #2, at left). Although grade has 
been leveled around the old house, the floor levels of this building 
are three steps above those of the earlier structure. This later 
building has a gable roof with brick chimney at one end, and a 
soffited overhang with moulding applied to the fascia boards. Win
dows are six-over-six on the first and second floors, the third 
floor having three-over-six on the sides and six-over-six at the 
gable ends. A wing was later added to the north, and a two story 
addition to the east wraps around the south side to connect it to 

.. the older house. 
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A large fieldstone addition (photo #2) has been built in recent years, 
adjoining the southwest corner of the old house, and including an 
extension of its west end. Near the corner of the second house is a 
stone bake oven, six feet square, with a frame gable extending over 
the oven opening. A n~w stone wall has been placed under one side of 
the overhang to support it. To the east of the old section is a 
vaulted root cellar set into the bank, with a frame room enclosing 
its entrance from grade. 

The major outbuilding is a very large stone bank barn (photo #3). 
Although records indicate a barn on the property before 1800, the 
inscription "M & Peter Deery 1819" is etched in mortar above the win
dow in the west gable end. The east end has a frame gable end and 
bears a 1940 date. 

A stone and frame wagon shed with an upper level-once used as a corn 
crib is located nearly adjacent to the east end of the barn. Its 
location suggests that the eastern portion of the barn was constructed 
after the wagon shed. 

HENRY DERRY FARM (photo Ifi+) 

Set near the base of a hill facing south, this house is approached 
from the downhill side and, although not a bank house, gives the 
appearance of imposing height. The site affords excellent protection 
from the weather. It is taller than most two-and-a-half story 
structures, its upper level nearly a full third floor. It is built 
of plastered stone. Five bays wide and two bays deep, the facade is 
symmetrical in composition with the entrance door centered. Windows 
on the first and second floors are six-over-six; third floor windows 
are three-over-six on the front and back, and six-over-six at the 
gable ends. The pent across the front facade abvoe the first floor 
windows extends around the west end to form a porch roof over the 
kitchen entrance. 

The gable roof has a box cornice and partial returns at the gable 
ends. Both stone end chimneys have ~rip courses; the eastern chimney 
is exterior, and may have been rebuilt at some time. 

Just behind the main house and near its northwest corner is a smaller 
house, now connected to the larger one, which may predate it. It is 
also of plaster over stone, one-and-a-half stories high, three bays 
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wide by one bay deep. Windows are six-over-six on the main floor and 
three-over-six above. The house is set into the bank, with no win
dows on the north, or uphill side. It has a large stone chimney at 
one end, and gable roof with cornice and molding similar to that of 
the main house. 

A large root cellar, set into the bank just to the west of the smaller 
house, has two chambers and a vaulted ceiling. 

A large stone bank barn is to the west of the house along the line of 
the hill, also facing south. An overhang on the lower level is cut 
under the main barn structure, rather than sheltered by a frame fore
bay as is more typical. The gable ends, however, are frame, clad 
with German siding. 

Two small stone buildings, east of the house, were apparently storage 
buildings or shops. 

GEORGE DEERY HOUSE (photo #5) 

Built before 1819, the George Deery house is of random fieldstone with 
large corner quoins. It is two-and-one-half stories high, two bays 
wide across the south elevation and two bays deep on the west. The 
house has a gable roof and a chimney at the east gable end. 

The west elevation has one window and a door at the basement level. 
Both the first and second floors have two two-on-two light windows, 
late nineteenth-century replacements for the original windows. The 
attic has two four-light windows. 

The south elevation has one two-on-two light window, a door and an
other two-on-two light window. The second floor has two two-on-two 
light windows. The south elevation windows, like those on the west, 
are late nineteenth century replacements. A pent eave, not original, 
'spans the south elevation between the first and second floors. The 
box cornice across the south elevation is a modern replacement. A 
random fieldstone terrace, which is topped by a wooden fence, has been 
added to the south elevation. 
< -
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TENANT HOUSE 

This is a typical small farmhouse of the area, two rooms wide and 
one room deep on each floor, and built of plastered stone. It is 
three bays wide across the front with centered entrance door. Two
and-a-half stories high, the eave line is high enough to permit 
third floor windows on all four sides. Windows are six-aver-six 
on the first two floors, and three-aver-three on the third rloor. 
Small four-light windows are at each gable end. The-ground slopes 
away to the back of the house, permitting small cellar windows at 
the back and one end. 

Chimneys at each end of the gable roof have been rebuilt in brick. 
Both the box ~ornice and gable end fascia boards are adorned with 
a simple agee moulding. 

A brick-floored porch with shed roof has been recently added across 
the front facade. Exposed ends of wood members protruding from the 
face of the house just above door head height suggest an earlier 
pent or porch roof. A stone well is at one end of the porch. 
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Self-sustaining 
family compounds 

The Deery' Family Homestead is of interest as an early example of 
a thrifty agrarian economy dependent upon a strong family unit. In 
one hundred and sixty-nine years, the Deery family turned a rugged 
pioneer farm into one of the most productive acreages in Vinrent Town
ship. 

George Deery reportedly settled here in 1760. The Derry farm was 
on the road which led from Washinton's encampment at Valley Forge in 

~~7~5~1116, to his hospital at Yellow Springs. As they were near 
~" ~nough to take a portion of the overflow from the croweded facility, 

. AG the Deerys opened their house and barn to the Continental soldiers. 
/11 ...... !1> Their root cellars, smoke house and orchards were well-kno'''n as was 

(/ 11' the abundant hay for the horses. 
? 

I In ,the 1798 glass tax, Deery was .credited with 215 acres assessed 
at $2720:00 •. This' included 1 barn; "20' x 40', a dwelling house, 
18' x 40' kitchen included, "waggon" house, and spring house, all.in 
stone. Also included in the assessment were two log houses and one log 
spring house. The present stone house follows identically the measure-
ments and number of windows' of that in the glass tax. . .. 

The stone house" listed in the 1798 glass tax was builtin t~o 
parts. The earlier part, as judged by the stone work, was bout 18' x 
18', "one room down and one room up," and may have been the house 
shown on the 1721 map. The second part with more embellishment and 
finer stonework, brings the house to its completed size as recorded in 
the glass tax record. 

When "Old" George's son, George, married a neighbor, Susanna 
Knerr, his father gave him the northwest portion of the farm to work. 
No deed was written. This second Deery farm grew into a self
sustaining compound, its supportive outbuildings independent of and 
similar to the parent compound. There is presently a small house 
built into a bank, two bays wide and one bay deep, which shows evidence 
of having been built about 1750 and 1760. This structure has been 
connected to a larger house in which Henry, grandson of "Old" George, 
was born in 1810. This house, built between 1798 and 1810, burned at 
some time but was rebuilt on the same foundations, augmented in size 
and style. 



Form No.1 0-3008 
(Rev. 10·14) • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NA TIONAL REGISTER OF mSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINA TION FORM 

The Deery Family Homestead 
Chester County, Pennsy~nia 

CONTI NUATION SHEET 
8 

ITEM NUMBER 

• 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

IDATE ENTERED 

1 
PAGE 

Another S01\' of "Old" George, Peter, married and lived with his 
parents. Peter farmed the middle and southern portion of the farm. 
All construction on the farms after 1806 (when Peter was 20) can be 
attributed to Peter's workmanship. He enlarged the barn at the 
original farm to its present dimensions in 1819. At some time prior 
to 1819, the grandparents moved out of the old house into a stone 
dwelling on the southeast corner of the property. Here again is the 
beautifully laid fieldstone, fine pointing, large 'quoins and heavy 
walled construction. It may be assumed that Peter built this house 
for his parents. There was also a barn here which burned in the 
1920's, but no evidence of the numerous buildings found at the two 
other complexes. 

The farming operation was always primary on this property, but 
it did extend to ancillary activities such as mining which sprang 
up all through the area in the nineteenth century. These mines 
were open pit and were moderately lucrative for 30 to 50 years until 
1880 or 1890. There were two on the Deery property. A lime kiln 
was also operated on the farm by the mid-1800's. According to local 
old-timers, lime stones were brought in by farmers as picked up on 
their fields, and burned for along time until they were ash. The 
ash was then redistributed on the land. These were small operations. 

The farm remained in the Deery family for on~hundred sixty-nine 
years until 1929. The Deerys and subsequent owners have realized the 
agricultural potential of the land. The present owner has retained 
and restored the main house to keep the original elements evident and 
has left uncovered sample areas to show the mud and hair mortar, the 
construction of the roof and various other architectural details of 
interest. 

The Deery Family Homestead had all the appurtenances necessary 
to a thriving eighteenth century Pennsylvania farm including--in 
addition to the usual barns, wagon sheds, hen houses and piggery-
orchards, water ways, dam, lime kiln, mines, carpenter shop and 
smithy shop. Records also mention some rope making. 

The Deery Farm is a fine example of industrious early 
vania proud immigrant ownership adapting to changing ways 
embracing the new, but never completely erasing the old. 

-

Pennsyl
of life, 
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Beginning at a point in Hest Vincent Township at the western corner of 
the intersection of Chester Springs Road and Kimberton Road, thence 
northwesterly and northerly along the south\'lestern and western side of 
said Kimberton Road, thence westerly and southwesterly along the southern 
property line of parcel #23.1 (West Vincent Township Tax Map, 1970), 
thence northwesterly along the southwestern line of parcel #22 (West 
Vincent Twp. Tax Map, 1970), thence southwesterly, south southwesterly, 
northwesterly, southwesterly, westerly, southwesterly and south south
westerly along the northern boundary of parcel #23.1A (West Vincent 
Twp. Tax Map, 1970), thence southeasterly, south southeasterly and "Iest 
southwesterly along the northeastern, eastern, and southern property line 
of parcel #23.3 (West Vincent Twp. Tax Map, 1970), to the intersection 
with the \Vest Vincent/West Pikeland Tovmships line, thence southeasterly 
along said township line to the northwestern side of aforesaid Chester 
Springs Road, thence northeasterly along said side of said road to its 
intersection with Kimberton Road and the beginning point. 
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Beginning at a point in Hest Vincent T01-mship at the western corner of 
the intersection 'of Chester Sprin~s Road and Kimberton Road, thence 
northl~esterly and northerly along the southl'lestern and western side of 
sAid Kimberton Road, thence westerly and southwesterly alon~ the southern 
~roperty line of parcel #23.1 (West Vincent Township Tax Map, 1970), 
thence northwesterly along the southwestern line of parcel #22 (West 
Vincent Twp. Tax Map, 1970), thence southwesterly, south southwesterly, 
northwesterly, southwesterly,.westerly, southwesterly and south south
westerly along the northern boundary of parcel #23.1A (West Vincent 
T~lp. Tax 11ap, 1970), thence southeasterly, south southeasterly and I-lest 1 

southl-lesterly along the northeastern, eastern, and southern property line~ 
of parcel #23.3 (West Vincent Twp. Tat Map, 1970), to the intersection 
with the West Vincent/Hest Pike land Townships line, thence southeasterly 
along said township line to the northl-lestern side of aforesaid Chester 
Springs Road, thence northeasterly along said side of said road to its 
intersection l~i th Kimberton Road and the beginning point. 
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