
“Thou shalt not deliver unto his master, the servant who hath 
escaped from his master unto thee.”

Deuteronomy  23:15  





 Beginning some fifty years or more 

before the first shots of the Civil War at 

Fort Sumter,  farm wagons and 

“Dearborn” carriages travelled along a 

quiet country road.   

 This particular road had crossed over 

an invisible line of two surveyors named 

Mason and Dixon, connecting to other 

roads leading from houses and a 

meetinghouse in Kennett Square, a 

pottery in Lionville and farms in 

Uwchlan. Entering into West Vincent, it 

passed mills and iron ore mines as it 

continued onward to Kimberton in East 

Pikeland Township, where the road 

again connected with others.

 Unknown to most, the wagons and 

carriages often transported a cargo 

infinitely more precious than farm 

produce, milk, butter or pottery.



 “Sometimes they came singly, sometimes by the dozen.  In the middle of 
the night there came a low knock on the door, a window was raised 
softly.  “Who is there?”—”How many?”

 “Hidden away in garrets, barn, cellar or bedroom during the next day or 
sometimes many days.  The movements were almost always made in the 
night, and the fugitives were taken from one station to another by wagon 
and sometimes on foot.”

Dr. Edwin Fussell

Media, 2nd month, 26th, 1880





The Lewis Farm was a vital link in the Quaker network, as escaped slaves moved from 
Thomas Garrett in Wilmington, into Southern Chester County, to John Vickers in 
Lionville. Particularly if medical care was needed, Vickers would send them to the 
Lewis’s.  Often Esther Lewis would note that after being properly clothed , they were 
taken directly to the  French Creek railroad station to ride as “through passengers" to 
Canada. Otherwise, to either Elijah Pennypacker, near Phoenixville, or Lewis Peart in 
Valley Forge and onward to the City of Philadelphia, or points farther north .







 The Lewis Farm is a part of 
the original Meredith tract, 
purchased by John Lewis, Sr. 
after his marriage to Grace 
Meredith in 1775, deeded to 
him in 1797.  

 The land may have been 
inhabited by the Meredith's in 
a log dwelling before 1740.  It 
was certainly inhabited by the 
Lenape long before that date.  

 Eastern fieldstone core of the 
house was listed as new in the 
1798 Glass Tax.

 Western section was added 
prior to the 1818 marriage of 
John Lewis, Jr. and Esther 
Fussell.  







.

Over 300 years old, this ancient 
sycamore, has a burl mark 
traditionally held to have been made 
by the Lenape to designate the 
location of a potable spring.  Esther 
Lewis built her springhouse just 
southeast of this tree in 1830.  
Perhaps there is another kind of 
underground secret here.



 Eldest child of Bartholomew and Rebecca 
Fussell.  Married in 1818, age 36, to John 
Lewis, Jr. 

 Four daughters and one son born between 
1819-1824

 Taught poor students at Vincent School-
1825-1828 

 Esther became more active in the activities 
of the Uwchlan meeting, joining with the 
Hicksites in the Quaker separation of 1828.  

 She began recording entries in her diary in 
1830.  

 4.13.1847  “J. Brooke taking daguerreotype 
likenesses”-”took mother in her 97th year, 
Mariann, Elizabeth, Edwin & Rebecca,…”

 Her main focus was on the management of 
the farm to provide for her extended 
family and their social reform work

 large quantities of butter, eggs, poultry, 
oats, cider, apples and meat were prepared 
for market.

Esther Fussell Lewis- date unknown
photo credit:  Friends Historical Library of Swarthmore



 Esther was not very specific about when and 
how many fugitives were being sheltered, but 
there are references to strangers coming and 
going. She notes that blacks are taken to the 
railroad at French Creek. 

 “The receiving and passing on of fugitives was 
not all they had to do.  Often it was necessary 
to fit out whole families with clothing for the 
journey.  In cases of emergency they would 
gather a sewing circle from such neighboring 
families as could be trusted. They had generous 
aid from friends at neighboring stations. From 
Lawrenceville, Limerick, Pottstown and 
Pughtown, came contributions of clothing.”  
(Wm. Still.  The Underground Railroad. p.750)

 The distinctive red-striped “slave cloth” was 
burnt. The work of clothing in northern dress, 
feeding and nursing refugees went on at the 
Lewis’ home for at least three decades.  Even 
after Esther’s death in 1848, her daughters 
continued their humanitarian work.





8-26-1837:  Esther wrote a letter to Jonathan 
& Ann Thomas describing the building 
of the straw mow “the whole length of 
the barn.  It took just three days for the 
stone masons and tenders to finish the 
three conical support piers and extend 
the upper end wall to sufficient height.”



 In 1827, Esther Lewis found specimens 
of high quality hematite iron ore on her 
property.

 1830-Jones Keim & Co.
 1831-L. Davidheiser bought Jones Keim
 1831 entry:  “T. Bechtel began to dig 

ore; (summer) still taking lots of ore.”
 The open pit mine, consisting of one 

acre and 90 perches, was 30 to 50 feet 
deep and was producing about 2,000 
tons of ore per year in the early 1850s.

 Ore mine leased/operated by the 
Phoenix Iron Company (under the 
name of Reeves & Whitaker in 1845), 
paying 33 1/3 cents for “every ton of 
ore raised and conveyed away”.  

 In addition to the economic benefit for 
the family, the mining operation also  
provided employment, without causing 
suspicion, for fugitives who needed to 
remain with the Lewis’ for a longer 
period of time  before being able to 
continue on their journey to freedom.





 More well-known for his work in the 
Kennett Underground Railroad, 
Bartholomew Fussell and his wife, 
Lydia established a direct link with 
Thomas Garrett of Wilmington.

 A free black named “Davy”, who 
peddled fish and fruit, was the agent 
who brought fugitive slaves from 
Thomas Garrett to “The Pines”, the 
Fussell home in Kennett

 During the 1830s, the Fussells 
purchased the Jonathan and Ann Lewis 
Thomas farm in West Vincent adjoining 
that of  Esther Lewis, his older sister 
and used it as another house of refuge 
for escapees.

 Bartholomew sold it (after wife, Lydia 
died there in July1840) to his brother 
William shortly thereafter (deed -1841)

 1846 meeting to promote formation of 
Women’s Medical College



▪ April 1845:  Esther 
wrote in her diary: 
“Edwin and hands 
raising his home”-

▪ Finished about one 
year before Sunnyside 
was constructed

▪ Edwin and Rebecca 
lived there for ten 
years

▪ “Slave cave “inside an 
outbuilding

▪ Ester Lewis diary 
entry: 11.11.1835:  
”plastering the cave” 



▪ Married his cousin Rebecca Lewis

▪ Organized anti-slavery lecture in 
Pendleton, Indiana where a mob 
attacked Frederick Douglass in 
1843

▪ Returned to Pennsylvania and 
built their home  named Hickory 
Grove in 1845

▪ Edwin was one of the founders of 
the Female Medical College in 
1850, an instructor and Dean

▪ Rebecca graduated in 1858-wrote a 
“Disquisition on Anesthetics”-she 
may have been the first woman 
doctor in the country with a 
specialty in anesthesiology



 Esther Lewis designed 
this new house to relieve 
the overcrowding in the 
original farm house.  

 Construction began in  
1846 and she carefully 
recorded the plans, 
materials, and labor costs 
in her diary. 





▪ “The Mendenhall’s passed the party on to 

▪ Dr. Bartholomew Fussell, who carried them to the home of his 
niece, Graceanna Lewis.” 

▪ Hidden in one of the garret rooms;  the next day “driven in a 
closed carriage, throwing some old carpet over them, just as they 
would cover a butter-tub, to Phoenixville, and from there to 
Norristown…”

▪ Describing the removal of William Parker, Abraham Johnson and Alexander 
Pinckney from Christiana, Pa. in

▪ Bound For Canaan. By Fergus M Bordewich.  2005. p. 331.



▪ Harriet Shephard, her five 
children  and five others 
escaped from Chestertown, 
Maryland  in their master’s 
two carriages the night of 
October 28th.

▪ One of the few groups of 
fugitives, documented by 
name, who came to Sunnyside

▪ Image from The Underground Railroad 
Wm. Still, 1871. p. 311.



 Graceanna and her sisters were 
educated by their mother;  she 
developed strong interest in natural 
sciences

 at age 18, she attended one year 
(1839) at Kimberton Boarding 
School, taught by Abigail Kimber

 She helped her mother with the 
farm, particularly with butter 
making and the care of fugitives

 Remained active in social reforms:  
temperance, Native American rights 
and women’s suffrage

 Lived in Philadelphia and in Media 
with her sister Rebecca and nephew 
Charles.  Sold the remaining parcels 
of the West Vincent farm in 1878



▪ Used original Lewis house parlor 
as a study; cabinets housed her 
collections

▪ Studied ornithology at Academy 
of Natural Science, mentored by 
John Cassin

▪ Published charts and lectures

▪ 1876-exhibited “Chart of the 
Animal Kingdom” at the 
Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia

▪ Commissioned by Pennsylvania 
Forestry Commission-50 
watercolor illus. of leaves of trees

▪ Life member of Delaware County 
Institute of Science in Media



 Vincent School

 Octagon School

 Mine Hole School

 Pikeland “Colored” School

Esther’s diary entries:  

▪ 11.22.1830 Conrad Moses repairing 
Octagon SH for Elizabeth Duncan

▪ 1830-Children commenced stitching 
samplers

▪ 1836-Rebecca at Octagon SH

▪ 8.16.1837- MA Lewis commenced 
school at Octagon SH

▪ Mariann and Graceanna taught at 
the Pikeland Colored School one day 
per week



❖ Jonathan Thomas, George Deery and 
John “Emry” purchased from William 
Emry, in 1830, a schoolhouse lot in 
Pikeland containing 23 perches, which 
adjoined the Esther Lewis farm along 
the Vincent and “Pikelands” township 
line.  

❖ In March 1837, Charles C. Burleigh was 
invited to speak at Brownback’s Church 
in East Coventry Township.  Esther 
Lewis arranged for another anti-slavery 
lecture to be held at the Pikeland 
Octagon schoolhouse, approximately  ½ 
mile  from their home at the request of 
a Pikeland neighbor.

❖ The lecture was disrupted by a mob of 
men, five of whom were named and 
charged with disturbing the peace and 
assaulting Burleigh.  Grand Inquest,  
May 1837 session, found not enough 
evidence for criminal prosecution.

Emmor and Susanna Kimber ‘s 
daughter, Gertrude, married 
Charles Burleigh-- “Much to her 
Father’s dismay”.



❖ Friends of the Lewises and 
Fussells, the Bechtel’s had 12 
children in this small house 
above Birchrunville-a little 
more than two miles away 

❖ Thomas Bechtel, a stone 
mason, "dug iron ore“ at the 
Lewis Mine, as noted in a 
summer 1831 diary entry

❖ Susan Haupt Bechtel took in 
sewing from Phoenixville to 
supplement the family 
income. Each week, Susan 
rode with her neighbor, 
Caroline Poley to return the 
finished sewing pieces.

❖ The extent of involvement of 
this German family in the 
Underground Railroad is 
unknown



(Photos courtesy: B. Quinter collection)

Susan Haupt Bechtel
(1812-1898)

Thomas Bechtel
(1808-1893)



❖ One of twelve children born to Thomas 
and Susan Bechtel

❖ When one of Ellen’s younger sisters 
became ill with consumption, some of the 
nine children at that time, were placed in 
neighbors’ homes.

❖ The Lewis family offered their home to 
nine-year old Ellen and raised her as a little 
sister in their Quaker household.  From 
that time on , she considered Sunnyside to 
be her home.

❖ Ellen would have assisted with the care of 
fugitives as part of the normal daily 
routine at Sunnyside, especially with 
sewing and repairing clothing and making 
items for the anti-slavery fairs



❖ Ellen became a teacher, married 
David Moore in an 1859 Quaker 
ceremony at Sunnyside.  Like her 
mother, Susan and her younger 
sister, Francina Bechtel Sturgis, 
Ellen was also an accomplished 
seamstress. She stitched her own 
wedding dress (part of the CCHS 
Museum collection , Clothing of the 
1800s, exhibited in 2014).

❖ Graceanna learned of positions 
available at the new Chester Springs 
Orphan’s school

❖ After David’s death, Ellen returned 
to Sunnyside, and worked as a 
Matron at the Chester Springs Civil 
War Soldiers Orphan’s School

❖ Ellen’s surviving children, Ada and 
Ziba, were eligible to attend the 
Orphan’s School

❖ 1874-Accepted position of principal; 
only female principal in the entire 
state school system



▪ Jacob Poley is mentioned 
in Esther’s diary; he came 
and went on days when 
strangers were there

▪ He married Mary Ann Day  
at Sunnyside

▪ Mary Ann, like Ellen, was 
taken in by the Lewis 
family when her parents 
drowned in a flood in 
Phoenixville

▪ Mary Ann also helped 
Rebecca Fussell with her 
children at Hickory Grove 





 After living with the Lewis family 
for 21 years, Norris Maris and his 
wife, Ann purchased from Henry 
Clevenstine, a 39 acre West 
Vincent mill property at the 
northeastern end of Old 
Kimberton Road, bordering along 
the East Pikeland Twp. line.

 This farm and mill property was 
also operated as a “station”, 
receiving fugitives  from 
Maryland and Virginia as well as 
those forwarded  directly from 
John Vickers in Lionville.



 This property survey shows 
the location of Abraham 
Buckwalter’s mill, “the 
smell of pomace” before 
arriving at the Norris Maris 
farm.

 The map also notes the 
Royal Spring mill and its 
race, and a circa 1805 
farmhouse and barn on the 
north side of Pughtown Rd. 
within the 39 acre parcel.

 31 perches of the land, 
which lays just over the 
township line in East 
Pikeland was purchased 
from Adam and Peter Raby 



The house may have been expanded into 
its present 2 ½ story height, with a full 
second story porch, by Norris Maris in 
1853.



Slaves often came to Maris from John Vickers.  
Vickers “being a potter, frequently gave them 
a slip of paper containing the words:

“Thy friend Pot”, 
and gave directions how to find the place.”  

In the Fall of the year, “they would smell 

pomace-which was at Abraham 

Buckwalter’s  cider press-they were to stop 

at the first house by the roadside on the 

right.”

Sometimes Vickers’ wagon, laden with 

earthenware from his pottery, conveyed 

the fugitives, unseen in the straw beneath 

the visible load. 

Smedley, Robert.  History of the Underground Railroad in 
Chester  and the Neighboring Counties of Pennsylvania. 1883.

Still, William.  The Underground Railroad.  1871.  p. 777.

Esther Lewis diary entry:
10.12.1831:
“Went to Vickers for ware and home.”



 As a young boy, he lived with the 
Maris family and was a conductor 
of fugitives, sometimes leading 
them to Elijah Pennypacker in 
Schuylkill Twp. or to Lewis Peart. 

 Volunteered in 124th Regiment Co. 
A, serving from August 1862-May 
1863. Reenlisted and served until 
1865 in Co. A of the 97th PA Reg.

 Taught school in Charlestown 
Township, Nantmeal Village and 
in Coatesville.  After the war, he 
became a teacher at the Chester 
Springs Soldier’s Orphans School.

 1869 elected to the office of 
Recorder of Deeds. 

 1876-Admitted to the Bar in 
Chester Co. and in 1877 was 
elected Justice of the Peace in 
West Chester.

http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdolfan/97th/
bios/john_groff.html





 A flour mill, stable, and 
miller’s house were built 
around 1765 by Benjamin 
Thomas, who operated the 
mill until 1796. The first 
story was stone, as can be 
seen under the current 
second story porch, as an 
exposed  basement and 
kitchen.



 In 1855, Norris Maris placed a 
notice of public sale;  lot #2 being 
the Mill property on Royal Spring 
Run, and provides a clear 
description of his property at that 
time.  

 “The Mill is in good repair…with 
all the necessary machinery for a 
complete Country Mill—such as 
Bolts, Elevators, Smut Machine, 
etc., with a twenty-one foot water 
wheel overshot.  The power is 
quite sufficient to drive it day and 
night; this stream is all spring 
water, so that trouble by freezing 
is seldom known.

 The mill house is 30 by 45 feet, 2 ½ 
stories high;  a stone dwelling 
house, two stories high, is on the 
mill tract.





 Albert and Amelia Massey 
purchased a nine acre parcel from 
David West for $227.34 in 1860

 The deed refers to Albert Massey 
as a “gentleman of color” from 
Pikeland

 David West had purchased the 
land from Bartholomew Fussell in 
1846.  Both were Quakers and 
abolitionists

 Land nearby or adjacent to the 
Massey’s  along French Creek:  
Bertolet’s, John Young’s Vincent 
Forge, and Levi Johnson, another 
black family who was living in 
WV by at least1850

 The Massey family appears in the 
1860,1870 ,1880 and 1900 census 
in West Vincent









❖ After the Emancipation 
Proclamation of 1863, the ending 
of the Civil War in 1865, and 
amendments to the Constitution, 
there was no longer a need for the 
Underground Railroad.

❖ The Lewis family continued their 
work in support of temperance 
and women’s suffrage, even after 
Graceanna sold the farm in 1878.

❖ The Massey’s continued to farm 
their land along French Creek in 
West Vincent at least until the 
turn of the century

❖ The struggle for Civil Rights, 
however, still continues 
throughout our nation today.







Lewis Family 

John Lewis I (1737-1823) 
Married  1775

Grace Meredith (1744-1823)
(4 Children)

Dr. Rebecca  (1820-1893)
Married cousin 1838

Dr. Edwin Fussell  (1813-1882)
(Son of Wm. & Jane F. Fussell)

Eleanor Bechtel
(1839-1926)

“adopted daughter” 

Bartholomew Fussell  I 
(1754-1838) 

Married 1781 
Rebecca Bond (1751-1851)

John Lewis II
(1781-1824)

Esther Fussell
Married 1818 
John Lewis  II
(4 Daughters)

Esther Fussell
(1782-1848)

Norris Maris 1803-1893)
“Father Figure”

Elizabeth Lewis 
(1824-1863)

Mariann Lewis 
(1819-1866) Graceanna 

Lewis 
(1821-1912)

Ann Lewis  (1776-1867) 
Married 1803

Jonathan Thomas 
(1766-1839)



Fussell  Family 

Bartholomew Fussell  I (1754-1838) Married  1781 
Rebecca Bond (1751-1851) (8 Children)

Esther Fussell
(1782-1848)

Married 1818 
John Lewis 
(1781-1824)

William  (1783-
1856)

Married 1809 
Jane Foulke
(5 Children)

Rebecca 
(1796-1882)

Married 1837
Joseph 

Trimble  

(1 child)
Solomon B.  (1789-

1849)
Married Milcah
Martha Moore 

(b.1792)

Jacob 
(1792-1855)

Sarah
(1784-1860) 

married  
Thomas P. Jacobs

Joseph B. 
(1787-1855) 

Married 1814 

Elizabeth 
Moore

Dr Bartholomew 
II

(1794-1871) 
Married  1826
Lydia Morris

(5 Children)


