


During the 80 year time 

span of 1875 through 1955, 

Owen J. Roberts experienced 

an extremely exciting time in 

our country’s history: There 

were four wars, seventeen 

presidents and countless 

inventions and cultural 

changes.



Owen Roberts would have only been one 

year old when our nation celebrated the 

100th anniversary of the Declaration of 

Independence.  His father and mother 

may have viewed the exhibits since their 

Germantown home was just on the 

outskirts of the city of Philadelphia.



 The exhibition drew about 

ten million people from all 

over the world.  When it 

opened in May, visitors 

could view an amazing 

variety of inventions:  

the Remington typewriter, 

Heinz ketchup, root beer, 

Alexander Graham Bell’s 

telephone, and the right arm 

and torch of the not-yet-

finished Statue of Liberty.





Thomas Edison had just 
invented the light bulb 

when Owen was four 

years old.  He was 25 
years old when the paper 

clip was introduced and 
28 when the Wright 

Brothers flew their plane 

on the sand dunes of 
Kitty Hawk in 1903.



At age 11, Owen may have contributed to the fund-raising drive 

for the construction of the pedestal for the Statue of Liberty 

Enlightening the World.  Schoolchildren across the country sent 

in their pennies, nickels and dimes, so the gift from the people of 

France would stand on a pedestal on Bedloe’s Island in New 

York Harbor.  The Statue of Liberty was dedicated in 1886. 



 In 1903 Crayola crayons were 

introduced - the tin contained the 

familiar eight colors to be used in 

school for “educational color 

work”.  Mr. Roberts was 

already Assistant District 

Attorney in Philadelphia, but he 

probably bought the crayons for 

his daughter Elizabeth  a few 

years later.



As a young man, Owen 
Roberts, would have 
witnessed the first World 
Series.  The Boston Red 
Sox won five games to 
three, in a best of nine game 
series. 

He may have driven one
of Henry Ford’s “Model 
T” automobiles produced in 
1908 that sold for $850. 
“I will build a car for the 
multitudes,” Henry Ford 
had said.  



 He may have visited the St. 

Louis World’s Fair to view the 

exhibits.  An ice cream vendor 

at the fair ran out of dishes 

for his ice cream and used a 

waffle pastry, called zalabia, 

rolled into a cone -shaped 

holder.  Even though cone-

shaped holders had been used 

years earlier, both ice cream 

cones and iced tea were 

popularized at the Fair.



 By 1900, there were many 
labor-saving inventions such as 
the Electric Motor Washer. 
Women no longer had to scrub 
the clothes by hand on a 
washboard.  The washing 
machine“wringer” would even 
squeeze the water out of the 
clothes; ready to hang out on 
the clothesline to dry.  Owen 
may have listened to records on 
the new Edison Phonograph or 
used the miraculous Folding 
Pocket Kodak camera to take   
photographs of Philadelphia.



 In 1908, the electrically-
driven suction sweeper 
known as the vacuum 
cleaner was patented; the 
invention rights were sold to 
W.H. Hoover.

 The Roberts’ family 
probably had an electric 
pop-up toaster, a washing 
machine, a vacuum cleaner 
and a sewing machine, as 
these inventions became 
more common in American 
homes through the 1920s.



Owen Roberts at age 36, 

undoubtedly read with 

great sadness, the 

newspaper articles 

relating the tragic loss 

of life with the sinking 

of the Titanic in the 

North Atlantic, on 

April 15, 1912.



 Boy Scouts founded in 
England in 1908, spread 
quickly to the United States.  
The Boy Scouts stressed 
loyalty, helpfulness, 
thriftiness and cheerfulness; 
teaching boys to be responsible 
and self-reliant.  Required 
skills included making fires, 
cooking, tying different kinds 
of knots, basic first aid, saving 
money in a bank account and 
building character through 
service to others. 



 Mr.. Roberts, like most 

Americans, would have  

enjoyed listening to the radio 

for news and entertainment. 

 Some of his favorite radio 

programs in the 1940s may 

have been the Lux Radio 

Theatre, Abbott & Costello, 

Jack Benny, Superman, The 

Lone Ranger, and the big-

band music of Glenn Miller.



 Even though the 

technology for television 

broadcast was 

developed in the early 

1900s, and  sets like the 

small -screened box in 

the center were available 

in 1928, television sets 

were not common in 

American homes until 

the late 1940s and into 

the 1950s.  



 Owen Josephus 
Roberts was born    
at home  in 
Germantown, Pa. on 
May 2, 1875.

 Parents:  Josephus & 
Emma Elizabeth 
(Lafferty) Roberts; 
they had married  
August 21, 1873

 Sister, Margaret S. 
(Maggie) born 
September 28th 
1877



 His grandfather, William Owen Roberts came from Wales in 
1808, establishing a gristmill on the banks of the Perkiomen
Creek in Lower Providence.  He was a partner with his 
brother-in-law, John Heebner.

 William Owen Roberts married Margaret S. Heebner Reiff, 
a descendant of a Schwenkfelder family, in 1822. 

 The Schwenkfelders were a group of early religious 
Pennsylvania German settlers, who arrived in the 1730s, 
seeking religious freedom. 

 They had five children, David, William, Hannah, Daniel W., 
and the youngest, Josephus, who was born November 26, 
1836. 



 Owen’s father, Josephus, was educated in the public 
schools of Lower Providence, PA and Freeland Seminary, 
now Ursinus College.

 He was a partner in the hardware firm of Roberts & 
Phillips (a hardware merchant and a wagon/carriage 
dealer) in 1866 and conducted a carriage material 
business on N. Third Street, Phila., for 30 years.

 He married Emma Elizabeth Laferty, sister of his first 
wife, on August 21,1873. His first wife, Maggie S. Laferty 
had died four months after the death of their infant 
daughter Anne, in 1870.

 Josephus and Emma had two children; a son Owen 
Josephus Roberts, born May 2, 1875, and a daughter 
Maggie S., born Sept. 28, 1877. 





As a young boy, 
Owen wanted 
to be a house 
painter.

“Then he 
switched to 
railroading and 
dreamed of 
being in the cab 
of a 
Pennsylvania 
engine”.

The  New York Times.  
May 25, 1930





 Young Roberts attended 
Germantown Academy, 
graduating with the 

Class of 1891.
 He wanted to be a teacher 

of Greek and Latin; his 
father wanted him to be a 
lawyer.

 Owen followed his 
father’s wish and became 
a lawyer after 
Headmaster Kershaw told 
him that he could be a 
lawyer and still be honest.



 At age 16, attended the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
graduated in 1895

 Entered the Univ. of Pa. 
Law School, graduated in 
1898 with highest honors

 embarked on his teaching 
career, lecturing on 
contracts, property and 
bankruptcy in 1898-1900

 In 1901, he was elected an 
Asst. Professor in the Law 
Dept.





 Appointed Asst. District 
Attorney of Philadelphia     
1903-1906

 Established law practice in 
1912- founding partner of law 
firm  Roberts, Montgomery and 
McKeehan (now Montgomery, 
McCracken, Walker & Rhoades) 
near City Hall, Broad St., Phila.

 Roberts gained valuable 
courtroom experience as a 
prosecutor, in addition to his 
successful law practice



Owen Josephus Roberts
married Elizabeth Caldwell
Rogers of Connecticut in 
June 1904. 

Their home was at 1827 Delancey 
Street in Philadelphia, 
convenient to his work as 
an assistant district attorney,
professor at Penn, and as the
founding partner of his law firm 
in 1912.



 They lived here in Philadelphia 
near Rittenhouse Square, until 
1930.  After Roberts’ 
appointment to the Supreme 
Court, they purchased a home 
in the Georgetown section of 
Washington D.C.



Married Elizabeth Caldwell Rogers 
of Fairfield, Connecticut on June 15, 
1904.
They had one daughter, Elizabeth 
Rogers Roberts.



Professor Roberts 





 The Espionage Act was passed to stop the interference 
with recruitment of troops or the release of national 
defense information.  The Sedition Act made it a crime to 
criticize the government or Constitution in spoken or 
written form.

 Owen Roberts was appointed Deputy Attorney General 
to investigate and prosecute cases of treason or 
disloyalty under the Espionage Act during World War I in 
the Eastern Pennsylvania district.



 “The words Teapot Dome refer not 
to a teapot but to an oil field in 
Wyoming where geologists had 
found vast quantities of crude oil 
under a layer of rock that bulged 
upward like a huge dome.”

 Secretary of the Interior Albert 
Fall had secretly signed contracts 
allowing two private oil 
companies to drill for oil on the 
government reserves; Elk Hills in 
California and Teapot Dome, in 
Wyoming.

 In return, Mr. Fall received gifts of 
money from two wealthy oil 
businessmen, Edward Doheny 
and Harry Sinclair.



 In 1924, Peyton Gordon, 
Owen J. Roberts, and 
Atlee Pomerene were 
appointed by President 
Calvin Coolidge to 
prosecute the Teapot 
Dome court cases of the 
Harding Administration.

 By 1929, the last of the 
Teapot Dome criminal & 
civil cases had been 
completed. Owen J. 
Roberts, “The Fighting 
Welshman”, was well-
known nationally.



Teapot Dome Scandal Cartoon





The Supreme Court Building  
had not yet been constructed.   
The Justices met in the Old 
Senate Chamber in the 
basement of the U.S. Capitol.
The Court moved into its own 
building in 1935.









 Owen J. Roberts was 
nominated by President 
Herbert Hoover to fill Justice 
Edward Sanford’s position.

 The Senate confirmed 
Roberts unanimously May 
20, 1930

 He was the youngest of the 
nine men, at age 55.



❖ Justice Roberts in his 
Supreme Court office in 
1938.

❖ He often walked to the 
Supreme Court building 
and was probably the 
only one of the Justices 
who would carry his 
own lunch-a thermos 
bottle full of coffee, and 
one sandwich.

(www.life.com/image/50456217)







“Photographers taking pictures of 
Associate Justice Owen J. Roberts upon 
his arrival at the Supreme Court.”   1941



 Roberts joined the Court in 
the middle of one of the most 
difficult periods in its history. 

 The United States was in the 
midst of the Great Depression 
and the Court was divided 
into two factions:  
conservative and liberal.



 The Supreme Court must remain politically neutral in order 
to settle legal issues, interpret laws, and decide the 
meaning of the Constitution. As the third branch of the 
Federal government, the Court provides the “checks and 
balances” on the Legislative branch (Congress) and the 
Executive branch. 



 The Supreme Court had 
declared many of 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal 
programs unconstitutional 
during the early 1930s, in 
5-4 decisions, with Justice 
Roberts providing the 
swing vote. 

 This angered President 
Roosevelt and he decided 
to try to change the make-
up of the Court.



 The “Four Horsemen”-
four conservative 
justices:  McReynolds, 
Sutherland, Butler and 
Van Devanter

 Three liberal justices; 
called the “Three 
Musketeers”: Brandeis, 
Cardozo, and Stone; 
sometimes Chief Justice 
Charles Evan Hughes 
would join them.

 In the middle, and often 
with the decisive vote: 
Justice Roberts.



Conservative decisions against 
the New Deal: 

 1936 United States v. Butler: 
Agricultural Adjustment Act 
declared unconstitutional

 limited power of Interstate 
Commerce Commission (ICC)

 National Industrial Recovery 
Act declared 
unconstitutional 1935

 Railroad Retirement Act 
unconstitutional 1935



 President Roosevelt made 
effective use of the radio.  His 
regular radio speeches, known as 
“Fireside Chats”, explained his 
policies and reassured Americans 
that the country would survive 
the hardships of the Depression.  
Between March 12, 1933 and Jan. 
6, 1945 Roosevelt gave 31 
“fireside chats” over the radio to 
bolster the country’s morale 
during the Great Depression and 
World War II.  Many Americans 
felt as if he were speaking to 
them personally.



 By the 1930s , two out of every 
three U.S. households had 
radios.   Radio was the main 
source of entertainment and 
news for most Americans.
“Last evening as I listened to 
the President’s broadcast,” 
wrote one man in March 1933, 
“I felt that he walked into my 
home, sat down and in plain 
forceful language explained to 
me how he was tackling the 
job.”

Radio





 In February 1937, 
President Roosevelt 
asked Congress to pass a 
law that would allow an 
additional justice to be 
appointed for every one 
that was over 70 years 
old.  The President would 
have been able to select 
six new Supreme Court 
justices.



 Roosevelt believed that 
the Court was locked 
into a “horse-and-
buggy” view of the 
Constitution; not taking 
into account the 
economic crisis that the 
nation was facing (the 
Great Depression)

 He feared that other 
parts of his “New Deal” 
legislation would also be 
declared 
unconstitutional.



 “The switch in time that saved nine” was the name given 
by the press to the apparent sudden shift by Justice 
Owen J. Roberts from the conservative wing of the 
Supreme Court to the liberal in the case West Coast Hotel 
Co. V. Parrish (minimum wage law) in 1937.                         

 The decision was handed down less than two months 
after President Roosevelt had announced his Court-
packing bill, and many thought that Justice Roberts had 
changed his vote in order to defeat the bill and preserve 
the size of the Court.  It was later learned that Justice 
Roberts had cast his vote well before the President’s 
announcement.





U.S. Supreme Court 1932

Associate Justice Owen J. Roberts, back row left 



 Liberal decisions: upholding the New Deal
 1935 Home Building & Loan Assoc. v. Blaisdell
 Social Security Act of  1935
 West Coast Hotel v. Parrish 1937 (state min. wage 

law for women)
 Milford v. Smith- second Agricultural Adjustment 

Act 1939





 The Republican party 
was searching for a 
popular, highly 
respected, prestigious 
candidate to run 
against Franklin 
Roosevelt in the 1940 
presidential election; 
but when asked Justice 
Roberts declined.



 Japan attacks the U.S. 
Pacific fleet stationed at 
Pearl Harbor (Hawaii) 

 President Roosevelt and 
Congress declare war  
against Japan; the United 
States enters WW II.



 President Roosevelt 
names Justice 
Roberts to head a 
commission to 
investigate the 
Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor and 
determine 
responsibility for the 
lack of alertness



Admiral William H. Standley, Associate Supreme Court Justice Owen 

J. Roberts, Admiral Joseph N. Reeves, Brig. Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, 

and Major Gen. Frank R. McCoy



 In early 1942, just a few months after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Justice Roberts was asked to 
head a five-man commission to investigate and 
determine who was responsible for the lack of 
alertness that led to the great loss of life.   

 The commanding officers of Pearl Harbor were 
found to have been negligent of duty and 
committed errors in judgement.



 Justice Roberts was well-
known for being “thorough 
and unrelenting”.

 Perhaps influenced by his 
work on the Pearl Harbor 
Commission, Roberts 
dissented from the Court’s 
decision upholding the 
internment of Japanese-
Americans along the West 
Coast in Korematsu v. 
United States.  He felt that 
the case was a clear 
violation of a citizen’s 
constitutional civil rights.



“This is not a case of 
keeping people off the 
streets at night… It is a 
case of convicting a 
citizen…for not 
submitting to 
imprisonment in a 
concentration camp solely 
because of his ancestry.”                          

Justice Owen J. Roberts 
Dissenting Opinion,        
Korematsu v. U.S., 1944



 Justice Roberts always 
stated his opinions 
from the bench without 
notes, with flawless 
delivery, and without 
hesitation.  He gave a 
clear summary of the 
issues and reasoning of 
his opinion.  

 Of his total opinions, 
282 were of the 
majority and 62 were 
dissents.



Mrs. Roberts did not 

like to ride with her 
husband if he was 
driving.  Justice 
Roberts would drive 
down the middle of 
the narrow country 
roads in his old, 
battered station 
wagon when at home 
in Chester County.



Justice Roberts ; seated front row, second from left



At Schloss Neuschwanstein

in southern Bavaria, 

“Monuments Men” 

officers supervise the 

safeguarding of art stolen 

from French Jews and 

stored during the war at the 

castle (April-May, 1945). 

United States Army Signal 

Corps Image. (Photo 

Credit: USAMHI



General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 

Allied Commander, accompanied by Gen. 
Omar N. Bradley, and Lt. Gen. George S. 

Patton, Jr., inspect art treasures stolen by 

Germans and hidden in salt mine in 

Germany. United States Army Signal Corps 

Image #204516, National Archives War & 
Conflict Book #: 1099. (Photo Credit: 

USAMHI









 Atlantic Union:  a union 
between the U.S. and the 
Democracies of Western 
Europe to promote world 
peace

 WWII draft amnesty board
 continued law career and 

affiliations with Girard 
College and Lincoln Univ.

 Chester County Boy Scouts
 In 1948, at age of 73, 

became dean of the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Law School and continued 
teaching



 Roberts felt very strongly that the 
Atlantic Union was the only 
method to achieve world peace.  
He believed that the United 
Nations was “a perfectly futile 
device” and expressed his views 
on the subject on numerous 
occasions. 





 1930  elected Chairman of Chester County Council

 1934 Silver Beaver Award

 1950 Silver Buffalo Award--the highest honor an adult 
volunteer leader can receive in Scouting

 visited Horseshoe Scout Reservation in Maryland every 
summer- Justice Roberts enjoyed talking with boys from 
all over the country.







Justice Roberts was 
among one of the first 
famous personalities to 
visit with the troops at 
Valley Forge General 
Army Hospital, 
Phoenixville, through the 
USO.                                    
The USO was designed to 
boost the  spirits of the 
soldiers by providing 
entertainment and day-
to-day activities 
beginning in 1941 when 
the U.S. entered WWII.  
Justice Roberts (left) is 
carrying the golf club bag 
in this 1943 photo.



 Mr. Justice Roberts, his wife 
and his daughter lived in the 
Georgetown section of 
Washington D.C. while the 
Supreme Court was in session.

 Summers were spent at their 
Chester County home, Bryn 
Coed.



Welsh for “wooded hills”

St. Matthews Rd., Chester Springs
purchased in 1929



 Mr. and Mrs. Roberts sold their 
home in Philadelphia and 
moved to Bryn Coed Farm, on 
St. Matthew’s Rd. West Vincent 
Township, in 1930.  The original 
colonial farmhouse and the 1820 
Pennsylvania fieldstone portion 
was restored and added to in 
1929, by architect R. Brognard 
Okie.  

 Mrs. Roberts stands in the front 
doorway along with their two 
Irish terriers, Barney and Patsy.  









Elizabeth Roberts sitting on the back veranda of Bryn 
Coed, looking out over the fields and wooded hills 
of  the Welsh Mountains in the distance.



 Many times while he was 
out in the field cultivating 
his crops or mowing, 
people would come by 
and ask him where they 
could find the Justice.  He 
would tell them that they 
would find him down at 
the house after 5 o’clock.  
He never told them he 
was Justice Roberts, and 
when 5:00 came around, 
he startled many guests 
as he walked into the 
house in his old farm 
clothes.





Justice Roberts was very 
proud of his Guernsey 
herd which included 
between 30 and 40 
milking cows along 
with some calves.  
He knew each one by 
name.  Most of the 
herd was sired by a bull 
named Bloomfield 
Peter.







Bloomfield Peter had a bad reputation; he 
liked to “pulverize” Chevrolets.  His former owner 
used to chase him around the pasture at his 
Maryland home with a Chevrolet.  Peter would 
batter and dent any Chevrolet in the barnyard; he 
would not bother Fords or Plymouths though.  He 
became so bad that Justice Roberts was able to 
purchase him for a very low price.

Bloomfield Peter’s first hours in the bullpen at 
Bryncoed were spent tearing out fence posts, so 
Justice Roberts asked his farm manager, Albert 
Stoudt, to put up an electric fence wire in the pen.  
After a few times shoving his nose into the wire, 
Peter decided the wire was boss.  He behaved 
himself after that, and  the wire was eventually 
removed.







In 1942 Bryncoed consisted 

of 46 acres of pasture, 25 acres 

of corn, 20 of barley, 25 of oats 

and 50 acres of alfalfa and 

clover.  A few acres of wheat 

were also grown. Milk from the 

dairy farm was sold in Mont 

Clare (near Phoenixville).

Roberts’ farming operation 

consisted of using organic 

methods of growing crops, and 

soil conservation through strip-

cropping and composting. 



 Mr. Roberts is known to his 
farm manager, Albert Stoudt, 
and the two hands on the 
farm as “the Judge”.

 “He likes to have his stock in 
view-a sentiment common to 
all good farmers.”

 Justice Roberts loved being at 
the farm and continued to 
help with all the farm work 
until he was almost 70 years 
old.  



 Roberts loved to 
ride his favorite 
horse, Snooks.  He 
would not ride any 
other horse after 
he was thrown off 
and injured his 
shoulder.





The garden contained many vegetables, and in the greenhouse, 
which was alongside of the barn, three of Mrs. Roberts’ favorite 
flowers were grown:  lilies, carnations and chrysanthemums. Justice 
Roberts would often join his wife in weeding the flower beds; shown 
here is a bed of white iris.





Mrs. Roberts was the horticulturist, but Mr. Roberts 
would often help with the other chores; weeding 
and watering the gardens.



“Supreme Court Justice 
Owen Roberts does his part 
by collecting and 
dismantling scrap at his 
farm near Phoenixville, 
Chester County.”

AP photo:  August 18th 1942



Photo From  The  Torch 1956  Owen J. Roberts High School  Yearbook



 Justice Roberts held a 
life-long love of reading; 
at the age of two he 
asked for books, and at 
four he cried to go to 
school.

 He loved to read 
mystery novels, and 
almost always figured 
out who committed the 
crime well before the 
end of the book.



 St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church, located at 
Ludwig’s Corner in West 
Vincent Township had 
been closed for a 
number of years. Justice 
Roberts helped in the 
effort to re-open the 
church and gave the 
sermon on Advent 
Sunday in 1950.



“The story about her husband’s 
annoyance when he discovered 
that a maid had all but obliterated 
the carefully- annotated growth 
chart of his grandchildren when 
“scrubbing up for Chester County 
Day” was one of Mrs. Roberts’ 
favorites.  The Justice lost no time 
in replacing each line.” 
“Standing in the driveway, pipe in 

hand, he greeted each guest as if 
he were a visiting ambassador and 
posed for picture after picture with 
groups and individuals. What a 
truly great human being he was…”



 “To everyone else in the 
community he is plain “Mr. 
Roberts”, and when any of the 
other Justices of the Supreme 
Court come to visit, as they 
often do, they are introduced as 
“Mr. Black” or “Mr. Stone”, when 
they stop in at Hause Dewees’ 
Birchrunville store.  Smoking 
their pipes or cigars, they “hold 
Court or Congress” on the porch 
of the store. He likes to talk 
scouting, hunting and fishing, as 
well as farming with his friends 
and neighbors.”



Justice Roberts’ dedication to 
the improvement of education 
led to his role in the combining 
of the one-room schoolhouses 
in East and West Vincent 
townships.  He was West 
Vincent Township’s 
representative on the 
Northern Chester County Joint 
School Authority and gave the 
dedicatory address at the 
Open House and Dedication 
Ceremony of the new 
consolidated school on 
February 14th, 1954.





 Construction had begun 
on March 2, 1953, and 
even though the building 
had not been completed, 
students began school 
just a few weeks late, on 
September 28th, 1953.

 “We will make up the lost 
three weeks by cutting all 
vacation periods to a 
minimum and by adding 
the remaining days to the 
end of the school year.”





 The new school had 12 
classrooms, six in each wing, and 
on opening day welcomed 377 
students.

 The building included a 
cafeteria/all-purpose room with a 
stage.  Students no longer had to 
go home for lunch. 

 Each classroom had a door leading 
out to the playground which was 
paved.

 “Teachers will have the 
opportunity to teach the children 
in addition to the Three R’s, a 
tolerance for others, sympathy, 
understanding, obedience to law, 
justice, and common decency.”  



 Justice Roberts told the audience of nearly 1,000 at the dedication that 
“he loves one-room schoolhouses but realizes that the world moves on 
and that modern education moves on.”

 “In this building can be found everything that is needed.  The children 
love it and it is said that they cry when they miss the bus or can’t attend 
because of illness.”

 “Mr. Justice Roberts told the audience that he started his education 74 
years ago in a one-room school, a converted  kitchen in south 
Germantown.  The teacher was a Quaker woman who wore a white 
kerchief and sat in a rocking chair.  She led the children in the study of 
their alphabet by pointing to the letters on a large card with a knitting 
needle.  The states of the union were taught through singing.  He sang 
the first few states to demonstrate the idea and says he still remembers 
the lessons learned in that first school.  He looks back to his 25 years of 
teaching experience as the most satisfying years of his career.”    
Daily Republican 2-15-1954





“The members of the West Vincent Board feel 
that  Mr. Owen Roberts is the first choice as a 
representative from this district, his name carries 
much weight and his wisdom and foresight a 
great influence.”

West Vincent Twp. School Board 

Meeting Minutes November 1, 1954



 The authority was organized in January 1955 for the 
purpose of financing a new consolidated high school for 
students of the seven townships:   Warwick, North 
Coventry, East Coventry, South Coventry, East Nantmeal, 
and East and West Vincent.

 Justice Roberts agreed to serve as West Vincent’s 
representative but died on May 17, 1955, before the first 
meeting was held.

 The School Board and the entire community were looking 
for a name for the new school that was being built on the 
“bluffs of Bucktown”.



 A  letter was read from the Rev. Kenneth C. Werner, vicar of 
the St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, in which he stated that he 
and his congregation would like the new school to be named:

“The Owen Josephus Roberts High School”

 “On August 29, 1955 the name “Owen J. Roberts High 
School” was adopted by the Northern Chester County Joint 
School Board.”



On Sunday, September 14, 1958, 
the cornerstone was placed into 
the High School building.  Carryl 
E. Stauffer, principal of the 
school placed into the 
cornerstone a 1958 mint set of 
coins, a Pottstown Mercury 
reporting the event, and an 
Owen J. Roberts High School 
1958 Yearbook among other 
items. Mrs. Owen J. Roberts, 
widow of the late justice took 
part in the cornerstone 
ceremony and the unveiling of a 
portrait of her husband. 
Mrs. Roberts was also present at 
the dedication ceremony on 
November 9th.  







Justice Roberts  almost 
always had his glasses and a 
briar pipe, and often wore a 
polka-dot bow tie.

This photograph shows the  
Bryncoed pond in the 
background.

He loved being at the farm, 
it was relaxing for him.



 “Until recently he often drove a tractor on the farm and ran 
errands in a battered station wagon.  Now he often spends 
restful hours on his terrace, reading and pondering the 
problems that arise in connection with his various outside 
activities.”

 “Not long ago while resting on the terrace, he noticed that 
one of his cattle had wandered into a corn field.  Taking off 
his coat, he went striding across the meadow to bring back 
the wayward cow.”

 “Your husband is a fine man,” a visitor said to Mrs. Roberts.  
“My husband,” she said firmly, “is a great man.  I should 
know; I’ve been married to him for 46 years.”   

McIlvaine, Jane S.  “Unretiring Justice”.  The Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine. 
November 19, 1950







“If you catch the spirit of the dynamic personality after 
whom this building is named you and your school will be 
better for it.  We will turn out better scholars, better 
citizens, and reach greater heights in all of our 
undertakings.  Through knowing about this man and the 
life he lived we will learn self-respect, respect for others 
and respect for the property of others.  We have in the life 
of Owen J. Roberts a great example to follow.” 

Paul H. Grim Supervising Principal
November 12, 1962



 Throughout his life as a lawyer, teacher, farmer and 
Supreme Court Justice, Owen J. Roberts had worked 
to help all people; presidents, business people, law 
clients, his family, friends and neighbors but most of 
all he enjoyed teaching and helping children.  His 
goal was to do something for his community, his 
state, his country, and the world.
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