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West Vincent Township 

Board of Supervisors Meeting 

 

July 17, 2017  7:00 PM 

 

 

Attendance:  Chairman John Jacobs, Michael Schneider, Township Manager Erica Batdorf and 

Township Secretary Tammy Swavely. 

 

Chairman John Jacobs called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   

 

Mr. Jacobs announced an Executive Session on July 17, 2017 to discuss real estate.   

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

Mr. Schneider made the motion to approve the July 3, 2017 minutes as submitted.  Mr. Jacobs 

seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

Reports: 

 

Bills List:  Mr. Schneider made the motion that the Bills List dated 7/17/2017 in the total amount 

of $243,960.18 be approved as submitted.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  There was no public 

comment and the motion carried unanimously.   

 

Old Business: 

 

Flood Plain Ordinance:  Mr. Schneider made the motion that the Board authorize the advertisement 

of the Flood Plain Ordinance revisions.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Ms. Batdorf explained 

that the changes are being mandated by FEMA and the Township has been working with the 

solicitor and a contractor for DCED with the necessary updates for flood insurance.  The Planning 

Commission and the EAC have reviewed the changes and have voted in favor of the changes.  This 

must be done by September so that homeowners will be able to have flood insurance.  The main 

changes are in the definitions.  There have been no mapping changes.  Mr. McGrory added that 

this will keep your property eligible for private insurance if you have property in a flood plain.  

The motion carried unanimously.       

 

New Business: 
 

Repair to 1996 John Deere Tractor:  Ms. Batdorf shared that she has been informed by the Public 

Works Department that the 1996 John Deere tractor transmission has failed.  After researching 

the options, a remanufactured transmission would be the best which is approximately $15,000, 

extending its life 10 years.  Since John Deere dealers charge for quotes, a second quote was not 

obtained.  Ms. Batdorf shared that they are managing the best they can with one tractor but it is 

difficult and services will be delayed.  Mr. Jacobs stated that he would like to get another quote.  

After a discussion Mr. Schneider made the motion that the Manager obtain an additional quote 
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for the repair and at her discretion proceed with the repair with whatever quote is lower.  Mr. 

Jacobs seconded the motion which carried unanimously.   

 

Zoning Hearing Board Alternate:  Mr. Schneider made the motion to appoint David Neiderer as a 

Zoning Hearing Board alternate.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion.  Mr. McGrory stated that a 

resolution is necessary to appoint a Zoning Hearing Board member.  Mr. Schneider rescinded his 

motion.  Mr. Schneider made the motion to adopt Resolution 16-2017 appointing David Neiderer 

as a Zoning Hearing Board alternate.  Mr. Jacobs seconded the motion which carried 

unanimously.   
 

Public Comment:                                    

 

Ron Brostrom, 2655 S. Chester Springs Road discussed the gate at Eagle Farms Road and S. 

Chester Springs Road.  He heard that Penn DOT wants to install a 4-way stop sign at S. Chester 

Springs Road and Rt. 401 but will not unless the gate is removed.  He is concerned that the gate 

will be removed.  Mr. Jacobs stated that last year a study was done on several intersections with 3 

neighboring Townships.  As a result Penn DOT is recommending enhancing safety at Byers Road 

and S. Chester Springs Road.  They have sent the Board a letter stating that to do the improvements 

recommended in West Vincent Township, the intersection of S. Chester Springs Road and Rt. 401, 

they would require the gate to be removed.  The Board is not in favor of this action.  Mr. Brostrom 

wanted to know if the Board would open the gate, what would be the procedure.  Mr. McGrory 

stated that it depends on how it was approved.  Jennifer Farnham, 2665 S. Chester Springs Road 

stated that the gate was established in 2013.  There are many conditions in the 2002 Conditional 

Use for Toll Bros. that dictate the need to preserve the rural nature and historic value of West 

Vincent Township.  Mr. McGrory stated that if the gate was put in by the Board and not a plan, 

then the Board can reverse that as a Board vote.  He asked Ms. Farnham to have her attorney 

contact him so that they can discuss the neighbor issues.  It would be more focused on a solution.  

Mr. Jacobs stated that last year Upper Uwchlan Township informed Mr. Schneider that they were 

going to seek legal action to make West Vincent open the gate or they would close their end of 

Eagle Farms Road.  A short time after that West Pikeland had issues and their residents were 

insisting that their portion of Eagle Farms Road be closed.  That is when the 3 Townships got 

together to do a traffic study.  After further discussions, the neighbor’s attorney should contact Mr. 

McGrory to find out their reasons to not open the gate. He will let the Board know his opinion of 

what can be done.  The Board does not have any plans on opening the gate in the near future. 

 

Brian Curry, 512 Black Horse Road discussed the Snow and Ice Removal Bid for 2017-2018.  Ms. 

Batdorf stated that he was looking at a draft and it will be changed before it is advertised. 

 

Sara Shick, 1201 Davis Lane asked about the sale of the Griffith House property.  Mr. Jacobs 

informed her that the tenant has been notified but there is no date for him to leave the property at 

this time.  The plan is to sell the property. 

 

Ms. Shick asked about the Townships purchase of the 72 acres from Natural Lands Trust.  Mr. 

McGrory is negotiating an Agreement of Sale at this time.  Ms. Shick asked about the proposal 

from Mr. Duey to purchase some of the property.  Mr. McGrory stated that this will be discussed 
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at a future meeting, possibly August 7th.  Mr. Brown has been on vacation and needs to be present 

at that meeting.   

 

Ms. Shick asked about the paving of Horseshoe Trail.  Ms. Batdorf stated that a preconstruction 

meeting will be this week.  There is no date from the contractor yet. 

 

Ms. Shick asked about the completion of the Sheeder Mill Bridge and when it will be open.  Ms. 

Batdorf stated that she has a call into Penn DOT to find out when they plan to be done. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:55 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Tammy Swavely 

Township Secretary 


