
West Vincent Township 
Environmental Advisory Council 

February 7, 2018 
 

Attending: Tommi Dulchinos; Jane Helm; Vic Laubach; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Suzanne 
Roth; Ken Witek. 
 
Also attending:  Erica Batdorf; Tyler Donald; George Dulchinos; Kate Farnum; Jim Helm; 
Sara Shick; Harriet Stone; Chris Stoner; Peter Wilkinson; Bob Wise. 
 
Absent: Don Cook; Bernie Couris. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:31 P.M. 
 
Approval of the minutes of December 6, 2017 meeting were approved after ratifying 
the acceptance by 
1st: Jane Helm; 2nd: Ken Witek   Passed 
 
The January 3, 2018 were accepted. 
1st:  Jane Helm; 2nd: Ken Witek   Passed  
 
Guest presentation by Peter Williamson of Natural Lands (NL): To explain the reason 
for requesting demolition of the Ralston Barn on St. Matthews Road. 
When Bryn Coed was amalgamated, the farm buildings were separated from the 
housing units to avoid owning structures not related to farming.   The Ralston Barn was 
separated in such a manner with the property line being about 5 feet from the barn 
wall.  Lot #8 consists of 25.5 acres with the barn.  The prospective buyer of lot #8 told 
Natural Lands his estimated cost to rehabilitate the barn would be $100,000.00 +.  The 
potential buyer of the property did not want the barn and a demolition permit was 
sought.  On December 20, 2017 Natural Lands was notified that the permit had been 
rescinded. NL has an agreement of sale with the potential buyer pending demolition. 
 
Bob Wise explained that a delay of 60 days can be sought for Class II resources so that 
dialogue can continue.  He stated that stabilizing structures is a cost effective way of 
preserving them.  This barn is part of the cultural landscape that is threatened by its 
removal.  Its removal would deny listing on the National Register of Historic Places that 
is available to the property at present.   
 



Tommi Dulchinos asked if NL had made the potential buyer aware of the historic 
nature of the property and our Zoning Ordinances?  Mr. Wilkinson deferred. 
 
Suzanne Bender, owner of the Ralston home and small barn, had been offered the 
purchase of the barn and seven acres and then again the barn and 3 acres.  NL and Ms. 
Bender were unable to come to an agreement. 
 
Jim Helm stated that the transaction between Natural Lands and their current 
purchaser does not concern the EAC.  Jim thought that Brian Sundermeir ( NL) had 
understood the obligation under our Zoning Ordinances for historic properties to be 
maintained. 
 
Is ACT 319 and back taxes plus accrued interest an issue? 
 
Tyler Donald would purchase the elements of the dismantled structure to use on other 
buildings on Bryn Coed Farm.   
 
Chris Stoner stated that there had been an active listing for 17 acres open for 6 months.  
She said that NL tried very hard to sell the barn to Ms. Bender prior to listing. 
 
Erica Batdorf said there is a need for full circle discussions of the issue in terms of code 
enforcement and staff.. 
 
Historic Resources information on the Ralston family and farm was submitted. 
 
Jane Helm stated that it is the buyers responsibility to do due diligence prior to 
purchase and it is our (EAC) responsibility to hold on to our historic resources. 
 
Mr. Wilkinson stated that, if we are going to deny the demolition he would like to know 
that now and not postpone the decision for 45 days. 
 
MOTION:  The EAC will table a decision to demolish the Ralston barn until next 
month pending further discussion and research.  It will be placed on the March 
agenda. 
1st: Jane Helm; 2nd: Pieter Ouwerkerk         Passed    Vic Laubach recused herself 
 
The Blumenthal lot line change is being presented because the home’s well-head is 
within the 30 foot strip shown. The board recommended that the change go forward. 
 



Jane’s Heritage Tree Document was presented.  (attach the document) Changes made 
to page 2, paragraph 7 should read: “At any time a property owner may opt out of the 
Heritage Tree Recognition Program by submitting a notification to the sub-committee.” 
 
MOTION:  To adopt the program with the change in language as stated above. 
1st: Ken Witek; 2nd Tommi Dulchinos               Passed 
 
There are two properties that need attention for demolition by neglect.  One is at the 
Benner farm, the other is at the Brunner/ Zarichniak farm.  Vic mentioned there is also 
a property at Horseshoe and 100 that needs attention. 
 
Our monies this year should be spent on the Tree sub-committee, Historic Resources 
Commission, Peter Benton to pay an engineer to document the “cow barns” plus the 
farm of Owen J. Roberts.  However, the quote ($6,000.00) for the engineer exceeds our 
budget.  Perhaps there is a grant we can apply for to cover these costs. 
 
Jim Helm mentioned watershed ordinances; VPP and William Penn contracts coming 
up with grants and matching dollars. 
 
Our contribution to Community Day this year should focus on the Heritage Tree 
Program. 
 
Further discussions focused on the demolition of the Ralston barn.  It would be helpful 
to have a ballpark estimate on the amount it would cost to stabilize the barn.  We are 
very concerned about the precedent that would be set going forward.  (Recall that the 
range of prices mentioned was as little as $15,000.00 up to  $30,000.00.  The scary 
number being given was for restoration at $100,000.00 by NLs prospective buyer.)  
Hopefully, Peter Benton will have obtained estimates for us. 
 
Jane Helm stated that she attended the Zoning Hearing Board meeting and our 
recommendations to deny allowances were never received and therefore changes were 
allowed.  We must assure that our decisions on ordinance issues are known to the 
other boards to prevent this from happening in the future.  We could designate a 
member to attend the meeting as well as making sure they have our opinions. 
 
Adjourn: 7:43 P.M. 


