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West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes 
May 7, 2020

The West Vincent Township Environmental Advisory Council held its May 7, 2020 meeting via Zoom Conference.

Attendees:  Victoria Laubach; Ken Witek; Kathy McDevitt; Suzanne Roth; Barb Mueller; Thomaseth Dulchinos; Carys Levin

Also attending:  Sara Shick; Jeannie Ortiz; Bernie Couris; David Weber; Donna Delany; Kirk Reinbold; Kelly McGinley; Ken Alan; Beth Intoccia; Kathryn Shillenn; Rachel Hoopes; Jenny Hoopes; Yvonne Brownlee

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the March 5, 2020 meeting were reviewed.  
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the March 5, 2020 meeting.
1st:   Ken Witek		2nd: Kathy McDevitt		ALL APPROVED

Audubon Pa Presentation
Jennie Ortiz and Kelly McGinley of Audubon Pa presented their “Plants for Birds Program”.  The program aims to improve the riparian buffers around streams, and create habitats for birds in the Schuylkill highlands cluster of Pennsylvania, which includes northern Chester county and southern Berks county.  If a resident has a stream on or near their property, they can get free native plants along with tools and resources to implement the program.  More information at https://pa.audubon.org/plantsforbirdsSH

Subdivisions / Land Development
1147 Hollow Rd - this is a Zoning Hearing Board application for this 4.56 vacant property, which is in the Rural Conservation Zoning District along the exceptional value Birch Run. Applicant is seeking four variances and a special exception claiming they have an unbuildable lot.  The proposed use will be a single family dwelling with an above ground septic system.  This is the third time the applicant has appeared before the zoning board on this issue.  A hearing with the zoning board is scheduled for June 11.  The township has retained Mike Crotty as council on this application.  Mr. Crotty has advised the township on the prior applications.  At the March 5, 2020 meeting, the EAC approved a motion recommending that the zoning board and board of supervisors decline this application due to the environmental concerns with the proposal.

Current / Old Business
Ready for 100
Ken Witek updated the EAC on the work of the West Vincent Energy Transition Task Force (“WVETTF”), which includes Ken, Kathy McDevitt, David Weber and Kirk Reinbold.  The group is educating themselves on the various issues regarding a transition to 100% renewable energy in the township.  They have held three Zoom conferences since March.  

A template energy transition plan for the communities in the Phoenixville area has been created by a group of energy experts.  The WVETTF reviewed the first draft of the plan and provided comments.  The second draft was recently issued.  An initial idea was to have one township adopt the plan to ease the transition for other communities.  So far, no township has volunteered, so a new idea is to have each township work on one area of the plan and share their work.

Kirk has started an inventory of township assets and key stakeholders, and has also created an analysis of the electric bills for the township’s main campus.  Vicki has offered to help with information on the cost savings from the rooftop solar panels.  Kirk has also communicated with Chief Swininger about the fleet of police cars.  There are currently five vehicles, of which three have second batteries – which run the laptop computer systems - to eliminate idling when the vehicles are vacant.  One truck will be retired soon and the Chief is following the trends of using hybrid and electric vehicles in police departments.  The final truck has two useful years left, and an analysis of adding a second battery will be explored.  

The WVETTF needs to get word of its work out to the public.  A press release was issued but because of COVID-19, no news agencies have published it.  An article for the township web site was also written, and Kathy Shillenn will get it posted.

County EAC Update
Kathy McDevitt reports that the newly created Chester County Environmental and Energy Advisory Boardhas been established, but no meetings have occurred due to the COVID-19 situation. 

New Business
Ongoing Township Cleanup
Carys Levin, Ken Alan and Beth Intoccia reported that an informal committee was working on plans for the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, which was subsequently canceled due to COVID-19.  Instead several individuals in the township have been cleaning up trash on their own, which led to questions about the use of township receptacles for this effort.  The group thought that the EAC could form a task force under their umbrella to formalize these efforts.  Much of the litter congregates around the new WAWA and construction work at Weatherstone and the Pulte development.  There was a discussion about what the township could do to hold these organizations responsible for this litter.  Sara Shick indicated that escrow funds for the developments will be held up until proper cleanups are done.  

Ken Alan indicated that as head of his home owners association (“HOA”) he has led efforts to clean up litter in his community.  Suzanne Roth opined that we need to get other HOAs involved in cleaning up their streets.   An issue of the townships liability was raised.  Sara indicated that a waiver form was approved by the township lawyers and should be signed by all volunteers.  It was suggested that supplies for this task force can be funded from the EAC budget.

Motion: The EAC officially recognizes the West Vincent Litter Task Force as a subcommittee of the EAC.
1st:   Carys Levin		2nd: Kathy McDevitt		ALL APPROVED

Pollinator Garden
Rachel Hoopes, with assistance from her mother (Jenny Hoopes) proposed a Girl Scout project in which she wants to build a pollinator garden somewhere in the township.  Locations were discussed, and it was agreed that the Schoolhouse Lane Park would be a great choice. Rachel could work with Audubon Pa using resources from its Plants for Birds program.  Rachel was congratulated for her initiative and efforts on this project.  

Reports
Board of Supervisors
Sara Shick reported that the Natural Lands parking lot at Bryn Coed is extremely crowded and excess hikers have now been parking at the new township park.  Efforts are being made to make parking easier and signs erected directing people to the trails.

John Granger has been hired as the new township manager.  John comes from Exeter Township and has over 40 years’ experience.  Mike Hogga has been hired as the new roadmaster.  Mike was a former employee on the road crew.

Bernie Couris applauded the township staff for their efforts at keeping the township running during the COVID-19 crises.  Other joined in with their appreciation.

Phoenixville Regional Planning Commission
Sara reported that there was no meeting in April.  The main effort of the group is to integrate West Pikeland Township as a new member. 

Parks and Recreation
Sara reported that trails at the Cooks Glenn Park are being explored.  The annual community day event scheduled for June has been cancelled.  The community garden is up and running with 36 plots in use.  Vicki reported that the riparian buffer is being installed at the new township park at Bryn Coed.

Sustainability Committee
David Weber reported that the committee has a new chair and several new members.  They are still determining their focus for 2020.

Historic Commission
Tommi Dulchinos indicated that a buyer is interested in purchasing an historic property in the township and restoring it in a proper fashion.

Open Space Committee
Sara reports that the group is contacting residents on their list for the TDR program.

Adjournment
1st: Carys Levin		2nd: Suzanne Roth	ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm 
