West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]February 6, 2019

Attendees:	Victoria Laubach; Suzanne Roth; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Barb Mueller; Ken Witek; Carys Levin; Thomaseth Dulchinos
	 
Also attending: Sara Shick; Brian Curry; Yvonne Brownlee; Jane Helm; George Dulchinos; Bernie Couris

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the January 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the prior month’s meeting.
1st:   Suzanne	Roth		2nd:	Barb Mueller 		ALL APPROVED

Change to Meeting Dates and Time
Bernie Couris indicated that he was comfortable with the 5:30 start time for EAC meetings, but public comments were received indicating that 5:30 was too early for some people to attend township meetings because of work schedules.

Other dates and start times were reviewed by the committee.  No agreement could be made on a new date, as the first Wednesday of the month still works best for all committee members, but with a slightly later start time.
Motion: The EAC will change its monthly meetings to the first Wednesday of the month, starting at 6:00 pm.
1st:   Barb Mueller		2nd:	Suzanne Roth		ALL APPROVED

EAC Liaison to Open Space Committee
As was discussed at the last meeting, two EAC members (Pieter Ouwerkerk and Barb Mueller) have expressed interest in serving as the EAC liaison to the Open Space Committee.  Pieter is concerned about the finances of the committee, and Barb is interested due to her extensive knowledge of West Vincent Township and past service on the Open Space and other committees.  There was a discussion on how the Open Space Committee evaluates properties for consideration.  Finances are typically considered at the end of the process.
The Committee selected Barb Mueller to be the EAC Liaison to the Open Space Committee.  The vote was 4-3.


New Business
Suzanne discussed a new book by Diane Lewis M.D. titled “The Great Healthy Yard Project”.  The book explains environmentally safe changes that can be made to managing the landscaping on your property.  The committee will look into purchasing a few copies of the book for members to read, and to be made available to township residents.

There was a discussion on the safe use of Roundup.

Vicki discussed the Schuylkill Water Stewards program and the training sessions that are given to volunteers.  Trainings are held in various locations throughout the French Creek watershed.

Vicki is coordinating a February 19 meeting with the EAC Committees from other townships in Norther Chester County.  The meeting will be at the West Vincent Elementary School starting at 6:00 pm.  Each township is asked to discuss their successes and concerns.  The WV EAC listed their successes:
· The Heritage Tree Program
· The Name a Stream Project
· Facilitating the process to create an Historical Commission in the township
· Outreach efforts to the community via the township newsletters
· Participation in the township Festival in the Park where approximately 100 trees were given to township residents, and EAC activities were explained to attendees.
The WV EAC listed their concerns:
· How local townships can help fight climate change
· Light pollution from residents illuminating their houses
There was a discussion about how many of these lighting systems may be in violation of the township ordinance on lighting, but a neighbor must complain before any action is taken.  The Pennsylvania Outdoor Lighting Council, a not-for-profit group of volunteers provides advice on solving the problems of excessive use of outdoor lighting.

2019 Actions Update
Isabelle Traviligni and the HRC have been busy planning a tour, so no progress has been made on the Name a Stream Project.

Vicki will provide some notes at a future meeting on adopting best practices in the township.

Reports
Heritage Tree Program 
Jane Helm explained the program to the new members of the committee, and brought one of the signs that will be given to residents who participate in the program.  Jane also reviewed the Tree Inventory Book that will be used to document each of the trees in the program.  In answering a question from Sara Shick, Jane explained that the two trees in the township from the Penn Woods book could not be located.

Sustainability Committee 
Yvonne Brownlee reported that the seed swap was a big success as approximately 250 people attended.  The Sustainability Fair is scheduled for October 19 at the West Vincent Elementary School.

Board of Supervisors 
One final community member was appointed to the Sustainability Committee

Open Space Committee
George Dulchinos reported that the committee is revising the scorecard used to evaluate properties for the program.  They are trying to resolve a mapping issue between the township and Chester County.

Zoning
Vicki reported that work is being done on a proposed Timber Harvest Ordinance.  Erica Batdorf is coordinating with the township solicitor.

Adjournment
1st:  Suzanne Roth		2nd:  Tommi Dulchinos	ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm


