West Vincent Township
Environmental Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _GoBack]June 6, 2019

Attendees:	Victoria Laubach; Pieter Ouwerkerk; Ken Witek; Carys Levin; Suzanne Roth; Thomaseth Dulchinos

Regrets: Barb Mueller
 
Also attending:  Brian Curry; George Dulchinos; Bernie Couris; Kathy McDevitt and Jim Wylie of the Sierra Club; Bob McDevitt; Jane Helm; Suzanne Nastase

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm
 
Minutes from Prior Meeting
The minutes from the May 2, 2019 meeting were reviewed
Motion: The EAC approves the minutes for the prior month’s meeting.
1st:   Suzanne	Roth		2nd:	Tomi Dulchinos	ALL APPROVED


Current / Old Business
Festival in the Park
Tomi has arranged for the EAC to have a separate tent and table for the Festival in the Park this Saturday.  There will be games and give aways for the kids, as well as signs and information on bad bugs that residents should be aware of.  Jane Helm, along with Carys, will be heading up the Heritage Tree Program sapling give away.  The trees were once again donated by Bartlett Tree Experts.

Stream Naming Project
Jane Helm, Isabelle Traviligni and Vicki met recently.  All the streams have been named and organized by watershed.  Jane is finalizing the documentation and a map of the streams in the township.  Other adjoining townships will be notified to get their input.  The final product will be submitted to the state.  It was suggested that the streams should have ID signs on major township roads to create awareness in the community.  Bob McDevitt suggested this work as an Eagle Scout project.




New Business 
Ready for 100 Sierra Club presentation
Jim Wylie of the Sierra Club presented the organizations Ready for 100 project, which is a national campaign to increase demand for renewable energy.  They are focusing on municipalities to get their communities to have 100% of their electrical usage come from renewable sources, using a three part process:
1. Set a goal (a target date for 100% renewable energy usage)
2. Make a plan using staff, volunteers or consultants
3. Execute the plan

So far, 19 municipalities in Pennsylvania, including 7 in Chester County, have passed resolutions to implement Ready for 100.  East Bradford, Kennett, Uwchlan and Schuylkill are nearby townships that have done so.

The action plans typically start with efficiency efforts to reduce demand.  Jim mentioned that aggregate buying and revised flexible ordinance codes for solar panels are some strategies that municipalities have used.  

The Phoenixville Regional Planning Commission has an energy section in their revised comprehensive plan, but does not mention Ready for 100.

Pieter commented that West Vincent is already using 100% renewable energy, as all our power comes from nuclear and hydro sources.  Jim Wylie noted that the Sierra Club does not recognize nuclear power as a renewable energy source.

Kathy McDevitt of the Sierra Club will get the resolutions from the nearby townships for the EAC to review.

Delaware River keeper Network Project
Vicki explained a local project headed up by the Delaware Riverkeeper Network to combat the proliferation of invasive crayfish in streams.  Pickering Creek has been chosen as a test site to re-introduce American Eels to combat the invasive Virile crayfish.  At the same time American Eels show an ability to coexist with native crayfish.

Comments from the Public
Brian Curry noted that the person hired by the township to work on the landscaping at the township building will also be doing the same work at the township park.  This was appreciated by the committee. 




Reports
Board of Supervisors 
Bernie Couris reported that township supervisor John Jacobs has resigned as he has moved out of the township, and that George Dulchinos has been appointed to serve the remainder of Jacob’s term.

Phoenixville Regional Planning
George Dulchinos reports that the final comprehensive plan has been sent to the County for review.  The goal is to have the plan finalized by the end of the year.

Parks and Recreation Committee
Suzanne Nastase reports that work continues on the community garden.  She also reported that work on the trails at the new township park at Bryn Coed has started, and that a fence needs to be built around the cow palace before any addition steps can be implemented.

Historical Commission
Tomi reported that the zoning officer met with the group at their last meeting.

Planning Commission
George Dulchinos will continue work on the planning commission even though he has been appointed to serve as township supervisor.

Open Space Review Board
George Dulchinos reported that the group continues to work on changing the evaluation criteria for new parcels to include in the program.  An electronic survey of residents on open space is also underway.

Ad Hoc Zoning Ordinances
Vicki reported that Natural Lands continues to work on a revised ordinance for woodlands in the township.

Adjournment
1st:  Suzanne	Roth		2nd:  	Tomi Dulchinos	ALL APPROVED

The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 pm 


